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e the Pacific Ocean pastime the Far East Taiwanese °
. [ ]
o benefit movement collaboration °
[ ] L
¢ licahead  stimulate  belocated  predict leadto  attract .
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1. baseball, national sport, not only, u.s, Japan
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2.  some sports, effect, economy, entire country
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3. baseball, gaining popularity, countries, Taiwan, Korea

Q: ?
4.alotof, interchange, baseball players, among, three countries

Q: ?
5. Japanese professional baseball teams,  playing series, promote

Q: ?
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Baseball is rapidly becoming an internationally popular , espe-
cially in the Far East. It has long been the sport of Japan, as well
as of the United States, and has captured the of fans in Taiwan and

Korea, too. In these countries, there are already well-established

teams. An increasing number of players are going back and be-

tween Japan and Korea and Taiwan. Now China is to catch

up with the rest of Asia. So the possibility of permanent intercultural collabora-

tion place in the near future is becoming more and more realis-

tic. there are various political, cultural, and logistical problems

, some steps in this direction have already been made. For example,

some Japanese teams are playing regular games in Taiwan. And the

Asian preliminary games for the , held in Japan in 2003, included

teams from Indonesia, Pakistan, and the
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A little while ago there was some discussion about baseball and its prospects for
the future. Let me say that I think there’s a great future lying ahead for this sport. We
all know that baseball is the national sport not only of the U.S., but also of Japan.
And many people say that the Hanshin Tigers’ remarkable success a few years ago
stimulated the economy of the Kansai area where the team is located. Some even
predicted it would lead to the overall recovery of the economy of Japan. I don’t know
if that actually happened, but I have seen how the enthusiasm of baseball fans, or,
for that matter, fans of other sports such as soccer, can have positive effects on the
economy.

In the past few years, terrific players from Japan have been making great
contributions to baseball in the U.S.— Ichiro, Matsui, and Nomo, to name just a few.
Every time Ichiro and “Godzilla,” a nickname well known in America as well as in
Japan, play, they attract huge crowds of fans from America and around the world,
especially from Japan. There are also many American baseball players playing in Japan.
So a lot of interchange has been going on across the Pacific Ocean.

Watching and playing baseball is already a favorite pastime of Japanese and
Americans. But baseball is now capturing the hearts of people across the Far East,
particularly the Taiwanese and Koreans. Before long professional baseball will spread
to China, too, because the Chinese are quite eager to promote this sport there. Taiwan
and Korea have well-established professional leagues and there are many players
going back and forth between Japan and Taiwan and Korea.

So some day, and I believe not so far in the future, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and
perhaps China could get together and form a kind of Pacific Rim League. There
would be lots of benefits to this, but also many political, cultural, and logistical
problems to work out as well. The Soft Bank Hawks and the Orix Buffaloes have
been playing a regular season series in Taiwan to try to drum up popularity for
Japanese baseball. So there are already movements regarding baseball that may
develop into greater intercultural collaboration across the Pacific Ocean. By the way,
baseball is among the sports that have been officially admitted into the Olymipic
Games, and I understand that the Asian Olympic preliminary games were held in
2003 here in Japan with teams from Indonesia, the Philippines, and Pakistan taking
part. I am sure that those games represented another excellent opportunity for this
great sport to become even more international in scope.
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1. The speaker thinks there is a great future lying ahead for baseball.
TO FO

2. Some people predicted that the Hanshin Tigers” success would have a favorable
effect on the economy of the country as a whole.

T B
3. Baseball is the only sport that has a favorable influence on the economy.
TO FO
4. Ichiro is the only Japanese player in America who can attract crowds of fans.
Tad EO
5. The prospects for baseball in China are quite bleak.
TO Fir
6. Japanese players are not the only players who have crossed the Pacific to play
baseball.
TEO FO
7. Professional baseball teams have already been established in China.
TO FO
8. Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and China might get together some day to form a Pacific
Rim League.
THO FEO

9. All the political and cultural problems behind the formation of an Asian league
have already been worked out.

TO FO
10. The Asian preliminary games for the Olympics were held in Japan.
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