
BOOKl

fl iNeui RpproachTtTiEnglish"^Communicationi
i

Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama

Michael P. Critchley

Reza Fiyouzat

Yuka lijima

Teri A. Suzuki

NAN'UN'DO



Acknowledgements

Encounters

A New Approach to English Communication
Book 1

by

Maria ShigucMiii Icliiyaina

Michael P. Critchiey

Reza Fivouzat

Yuka lijima
I'eri A. Suz.iiki

© 2001 All Rights ReseiTecl

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The authors wish to thank the students atjosai Inlernational University (JIU) Ibr their cooperation, feed

back and patience during the textbook piloting process.

The authors would also like to thank Bradley Moore, Osamu Tcra/.ono, Norinuisa Tomita and Yasuhide

Matsudaira for their contributions during the early stages of the textbook development. Thanks also go to

Nicholas Williams, Kyoko Okuyama, Hidekazu Suzuki and Takaaki Osoegawa, who lent their voices on the

recordings, and to those who gave their time as models for the pliotos in this book.

Special thanks go to Masato Kurabayashi for his ongoing advice throughout the development of this text

book, and to ]unko Niwa and Fumi Nakajima for giving their time and attention to the hnal proofreading of

the japanese text.

The authors are deeply indebted to the publishing team at NAN’UN-DO, in particular, Taisuke Aoki and

Eri Watanabe, for their extreme patience and willingness to explore new possibilities in this prt>ject.

Wc would also like to express our appreciation to the Director of the Center for Language Education, Dr.

Jared laibarsky, to the English instructors, and to the administration of JIU for their helj) and cooperation

in this project. Finally, for her gracious support and encouragement, we would like to express our gratitude

to the president of JIU, Dr. Noriko Mizuta.

2 Encounters



To the Teacher

Encounters is a speaking and listening conrsebook for falsc-beginner to intermediate level Japa

nese university students. Encounters teaches English that students can immediately use in a uni
versity context. Each unit focuses on a complete conversation, and students are systematically shown
how to participate in this conversation spontaneously and appropriately.

To help students achieve their goals, Encounters takes a modeled and integrated approach to the
teaching of oral communication. On the one hand, students are provided with complete models
of conversations to learn from, along with communication tips to support the communicative goals

of each unit. In this sense, students are learning through a holistic, top-down approach. On the

other hand, the text integrates explicit pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar instruction, sup
porting student learning through a step-by-step, bottom-up approach.

Student learning is further supported by the attached CD, on which are recorded all of the dia

logues presented in the book. Also, the pages of supplementary vocabulaiy found at the back of
the book contain words from each unit that do not appear in the marginal glosses. Students should

look over this vocabulary before each unit, and should learn the instructional vocabulary before

starting the course, as it will help them understand activity instructions written in English. Also at
the end of this book are the transcripts from the listening sections, and a map the students can use

when asked to choose a foreign identity. All of these resotirces support the students as they become
better speakers of English.

Organization of the Course
You will find three types of conversations in Encounters: inti oductions, discussing class-related

problems with a teacher, and talking about weekend events. Each conversation type forms
the basis of a unit, with each unit containing the following main sections:

► Unit Objective and Unit Content
The first page of each unit introduces the learning objectives and the content to be studied.
This creates a clear picture for students in terms of what they are going to learn, and what
they should be able to do at the end of the unit.

► Conversation Stages
This section breaks down the unit conversation into a series of functional stages. Students are
explicitly taught what to do and say in each stage. After completing this section, students have
a framework or “scaffold” that they can use when speaking. This helps students ease into the
process of carrying out complete conversations in an appropriate manner.

► Model Conversation

This section provides students with a complete snapshot of the unit conversation. It allows
students to see how the grammar, vocabulary, conversation stages, and conversation skills
mii^ht look like when assembled.O

To the Teacher 3



To the Teacher

► Grammar Focus

This section allows students to reflect upon and practice the fundamental grammatical build
ing blocks of the conversations they are studying.

► Pronunciation Tips
Each unit contains a page on pronunciation that targets two sounds that are often difficult
for Japanese students of English to master.

► Listen Up!
The listening section consists of three short dialogues that reinforce the new language and
conversation stages that students have learned.

► Putting It All Together
The communicative gap filling and role play acti\aties in this section allow students to practice
all elements of the unit at once, preparing them for independent production.

>■ Self-Assessment

On the last page of each unit is a checklist of the major points that have been covered. Stu
dents use the list to monitor and assess their own learning. This provides students with explicit
evidence of their own learning gains, which builds confidence and promotes motivation.

Symbols Used in Encounters

O Track number on attached CD

(3"2) An opportunity for pair practice

Listen and repeat

Listen for the correct answer* c

Suggested answers to be checked AFTER
having completed an activity.

We hope that you will find Encounters a useful tool in your teaching of English in Japan. We
welcome any comments at support@encountars.jp . For more teaching and learning resources, visit
the Encounters web site: http://www.en.counters.jp

4 Encounters



How to Use Encounters

Encounters was designed to be tauglit over a term of approximately 36 hours. As the book has 3 units,
teachers should plan to cover each unit in about 12 hours, or eight 90-minute lessons. In practice. Unit 1

takes slighdy longer as students take time to adjust to the coui'sebook. However, tliis time can be gained in

the units that follow. Although teachers m\\ naturally add to or subtract from the content of tliis book as

drey see fit, a t)pical unit might progress as follows:

Approximate
time required

Special featuresContent to cover

• Unit Objective

and Unit Content

• Conversation Stages

• Model Conversation

As most explanations arc already written injapancse, students have

more class time available to practice new language in pairs
(00). It is a good idea to provide an example for tlie class for
each activity, Modeling activities with a student will ensure that all

students have a clear idea of what they should be doing.

4 hours

Most of the grammar activities are designed lo allow students to

talk or write about themselves in a way that is communicative and

supports the overall unit objectives. Teachers may find it helpful
to assign parts of the Grammar Focus as homework before starting
each unit.

• Grammar Focus 2 hours

The sounds taught in the pronunciation section are used repeat
edly throughout the unit.The listening section further reinforces
these sounds as students listen to conversations that reflect unit

objectives. Teachers can use the transcripts at the back of the book

to provide students with additional models of the unit conversation.

• Pronunciation Tips

• Listen Up!

1 hotir

Discrete language points taugltt throughout the unit are reas

sembled and practiced holistically in Putting It All Together. The
Self-Assessment checklist then allows students tojudge for them

selves whether they have learned the unit conversation to a satis

factory degree, encouraging them to become more independent
learners.

• Putting It All Together

• Self-Assessment

3 hours

The checklist at the end of each unit serves as a useful guide to
teachers when doing oral assessment. At the same time, it

demystifies for students the criteria being used to judge their per
formance.

2 hours• Teacher Assessment

Unit Assessment

Encounters lends itself well to one-on-one oral assessment between student and teacher. After

Unit 1, teachers can have an introduction conversation with each student. After Unit 2, teachers

can have students visit their office to discuss a problem of the student’s choice. Finally, after Unit 3,

teachers can simply talk to students about their weekends. This kind of oral assessment raises the

importance of oral production in the eyes of students, creating a powerful washback effect, which
influences what and how they study. In addition to oral assessment, teachers should assess written

work to help students increase their accuracy. In fact, during trials of the book, students w'ho paid
attendon to both the written and spoken work w^ere more successful at oral production compared
to students who only practiced speaking in class. In situations where teachers are expected to give
formal midterm or final exams, it is recommended that teachers create exams that contain both a

written and spoken component.

Howto Use Encounters 5



To the Student

To the Student

Welcome to Encounters! The title of this textbook means “unexpected meetings.” We have created this

textbook in the hope that it will help you become  a better communicator in English in various encounters

you have in your everyday life. Each unit of the book presents a variety of “tools” you need in order to

improve your English communication skills. By the time you finish this book, you will be able to communi

cate in English much more effectively!

Characteristics of Encounters

1. This textbook consists of 3 units: introductions, discussing class-related problems with a teacher,

and talking about weekend events. Each unit focuses on a common communicative situation that is

familiar to university students. The goal of each unit is to enable you to speak about yourself using
your own words.

2. The unit conversations are broken down into several stages to show how a conversation progresses.

You learn the function of each stage, common expressions, and grammar points. This framework

helps you carry out conversations using your own words.

3. Important points and explanations are written in Japanese so that most of your class time can be

spent on listening and speaking practice.

4. This textbook can also be used for independent self-study. For example, the attached CD can be
used for conversation and pronunciation practice. Transcripts of all the recorded dialogues are
found at the end of the book.

How to study with Encounters

• Keep up with daily assignments.

• Prepare for class and review what you have learned in class.

• Use the CD effectively. First, listen to the CD as you read the conversation out loud. Next, practice

saying the conversation without looking at the book. It is important that you try to imitate the

pronunciation as much as you can.

• Be conscious about your own learning. Take time to reflect on your understanding of each lesson.

When you do not understand any part of a lesson, do not hesitate to approach your teacher with

questions.

• Use the self-assessment checklist on the last page of each unit and evaluate the progress of your

English.

• Participate actively in all classroom activities and interact with your teacher and classmates as much

as possible. You may have very little opportunity to practice your English outside the classroom, so

use your class time effectively.

We would love to hear your comments on this textbook at support.@mcouni/>r.<;.jp Also, please visit the
Encounters web site for independent self-study: hup://www.enc.mmters.jp

Enjoy studying with Encounters!

March, 2001

The Authors
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1  I Don’t Think We’ve Met

Unit Objective
You will be able to participate appropriately in  a spoken introduction.

Unit Content

Hi.Conversation Stages

• Stage 1: Greetings and Introductions

• Stage 2: Small Talk

• Stage 3: Signal to End Conversation

• Stage 4: Ending of Introductions

• Stage 5: Good-byes

I’m Mami.

0

Grammar and Vocabulary

• Simple Present Tense

► Statements ► Yes/No Questions ► Wh-/How Questions
• Unit 1 Supplementary Vocabulary (Page 60)

Conversation Skills

• Active Listening (Uh-huh)
• Bringing up New Topics (So...)

8 Encounters



■
1Conversation Stage ►0^0 ̂ 0^0

Stage 1: Greetings and Introductions
When speaking with a person for the first time, you should do two things.

First, exchange greetings, and then introduce yourself.

r IntroductionsGreetings
I’m...

My name is...
It’s nice to meet you.
Nice to meet you. (nsij«)tL/Tj <D'PL<tzmzEi''y5)
Nice to meet you, too.

Hi!

Hello.

Hi! How’s it going? (7LfL9--j>L<tz»tzmm
Hello. How are you?

Hi! I’m Masami Takahaslii.

Hi! Nice to meet you. I'm Rick London.
Nice to meet you, too.

Masami:

Rick:

Masami:0”S)

Look at the conversation below. In everyday conversations, people will often say greetings
and introductions in the same speaking turn. In these cases, questions such as “How’s it

going?” or “How are you?” do not require an answer.

Ron: Hi! How’s it going?

Dave: Hi! Nice to meet you.

How are you? My name is Dave.

Ron: Nice to meet you, too, Dave.

I’m Ron.

0''g)

r Eye ContactHandshakes

During a conversation, good eye contact says,
“I’m interested in what you are saying, and I’m
listening.” Just remember not to starel

In many cultures, people give a firm
handshake when they meet. Avoid limp
handshakes, which may communicate
a lack of self-confidence.

Introduce yourself to 5 or 6 of your classmates. Use as many different greetings
and introductions as you can. Remember to shake hands and maintain good eye
contact.

Activity 1

I Don’t Think We’ve Met 9



Conversation Stage

Stage 2: Small Talk

When people meet for the first time, they tend to have a short conversation

(Small Talk) in order to get to know each other. Follow the four suggestions
below to make your Small Talk more effective.

1. Choose appropriate topics of conversation
IC S U l-i ii1 % 1/Sn

2. Bring up new topics

1. Choose appropriate topics during Small Talk

As in Japanese, English speakers often bring up a topic of conversation with a question. How
ever, you may find that the questions that are sociaiiy acceptable in Japanese are not the same as
the questions that people ask when they first meet in English. You are already know that you
should not ask questions about age, salary, or marital status, at least not right away. So what
should you talk about? Although there is no formal list of topics, here are a few questions that are
often used during introductions.

3. Develop topics

4. Listen actively

Note!

A
Many of these ques
tions and answers are

in the simple present
tense. See Grammar

Focus on pages 15-18
for explanation and
practice.

Where are you from? Is diis your first time in Japan?

How do you like Japan?

How long have you been in
Japan?

Wliai do you do?

What’s your major?

2. Bring up new topics using So
English speakers will often use the word “So...” to signal that they are about to begin a new
topic of conversation. In the conversation below, Akemi asks Mike about 3 topics. Note how

Akemi uses “So...” to bring up each new topic. Read the conversation with a partner.

New Topics
Akemi: So...where are you from?
Mike: I’m from Canada.

Akemi: Really? Where in Canada?
Mike:

Akemi: It must be beautiful. So...how do you like Japan?
•  Mike: I love it here. The people are nice, the food is great...
- Akemi: That’s wonderful. I’m glad you like it here!

So...what do you do?

Mike: I’m a teacher. I teach English.

Vancouver. It’s on the W^est Coast.

{

Hometown
G''£)

or countrv

Life in Japan

Job

Activity 2 1. Work in pairs. Student 1 is Japanese. Student  2 is a foreigner. Choose a name,
a countiy (use the map on page 62), and an occupation or major.

2. introduce yourselves and have a 2-minute Small Talk conversation. Use the ques
tions above and “So...” for new topics. Remember to look at your partner!

10 Encounters



Conversation Stage

3. Develop topics

To make your conversation more engaging, develop each new topic that you bring up. Here

are two ways to do this.

• Listen well to what is being said. Then ask questions or make comments related to

what the other speaker is talking about.

• When asked a question, do not simply give short answers. Instead, try to add some

extra information about what you are saying.

Activity 3 Below are three conversations. Conversation 1 is  a good example of Small Talk.

Read Conversation 1 with a partner and read the comments. Then read Conver

sations 2 and 3 with a partner. Check (V) the boxes that you think best describe
the problems with each conversation.

Comments

This conversation is a good ex

ample of Small Talk. Yuka listens
to Tim’s answers and then asks

related questions or makes re
lated comments. Yuka makes no

sudden topic changes, so the

conversation develops very

smoothly. Likewise, Tim gives

plenty of detailed additional infor
mation when he answers Yuka’s

questions.

Conversation 1

Yuka: So...how long have you been in Japan?
Tim: Actually,* not long. I arrived* a month ago.
Yuka: Oh, really?

So...why did you come to Japan?
Tim; Well, work. My company sent me here to

their Tokyo office.

Yuka: Really? What do you do?
Tim: I work with computei's. 1 design web pages.
Yuka: Wow! That sounds like a great job.

Tim: It is, actually. I make good money and I get
to travel around the world!*

(S'S)

actually S(3:
* arrived (to arrive)

* to travel around

the world

Comments

I  I Questions are inappropriate.

Conversation 2

Yuka: So...how long have you been in Japan?

Tim: Actually, noj^ng. T cain^iere a mondi ago.
Yuka: So...do you

Tim: WTat? Umm...Y^aCttle. I went to a Giants
g^rnie witli myjw^is la^O^eek.

Yuka: So...how olo^are you?^
Tim: Wliat?! Why do you want to know?

ba: (hll?

0"g)

I  I Answers are too short.

I  I Topics change too quickly.

CommentsConversation 3

Yuka: So...how long have you been in Japan?
Tim: One mouthy,.^

Yuka: Oh, really?
Tim: Ifs OK.

Yuka: Umm...I see...S^<?T^^t do you do?
Tim: Computer wmFx. \X
Yuka: I see. That’s a good job.
Tim: Yes.

^do like Japan?

S'S) I  I Questions are inappropriate.

I  I Answers are too short.

I  I Topics change too quickly.

I Don’t Think We’ve Met 11



Conversation stage 2

Homework 1. Read the conversation below. Note the problems.

Makoto and Susan are waiting for their trains at the station. Although they are taking the

same Chinese class, they have never spoken before. Makoto walks up to Susan and begins
a conversation.

Makoto: Excu.se me, aren’t you in Professor Lee’s Chinese class?

Susan: That’s right.

Makoto: I'm in the same class. My name is Makoto. Nice to meet you.

Susan: Nice to meet you, too. My name is Susan. Sony, I didn’t recognize’^ you.
Makoto: That’s all right. So...where are you from?
Susan: I’m from the United States, from California.

Makoto: Do you like jazz music?

Susan: Why? Do you like jazz?
Makoto: No. But I like soccer. Do you like soccer?

Susan: Yes, I love it. In fact, I used to play when I was in high school.
Makoto: So...how old are you?

Susan: Excuse me? Oh look! Here comes my train. Well, it was nice uilking to you.
Makoto: Yeah! Same here. See you in class.
Susan: Sure. See you.

to recognize
t>t''

5.

I  I Appropriate topics
cMWium)

□ “So” for new topics
(“So’ Tsssea)

I  I Topic development

2. Rewrite the Small Talk stage above {shaded in
green). Does your rewritten version contain the
three points to the right? Check the boxes to
make sure.

4. Listen Actively with Uh-huh and Mm-hmm
While listening to somebody who is talking to you, you should practice “active listening.”
Giving verbal feedback such as “Uh-huh” or “Mm-hmm,” maintaining good eye contact, and
occasionally nodding your head will encourage the other speaker to continue, and will make
the conversation flow more naturally.

Activity 4 1. Listen to your teacher demonstrate active listening using “Uh-huh” and
“Mm-hmm.”

2. Work in pairs. Choose two or three questions from page 10. Have a short con
versation to practice active listening.

Activity 5 Work in pairs. Student 1 is Japanese. Student 2 is a foreigner. Use the questions
from page 10. Have a 5-minute conversation. Use “So...” for new topics. Develop
each new topic. Actively listen with “Uh-huh” or “Mm-hmm.”
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Conversation stage <

Stage 3: Signal to End Conversation

English speakers usually give an excuse when they want to end a conversa

tion. Since both speakers understand that this excuse is simply a signal to
end the conversation, it is not necessary to give too much detail. In most

cases, you will say that you must go, and you will give a reason why you
must leave. Look at the examples below and use them as a guide for your
own conversations.

What excuse

would you use? I’m soiT)', but I have to go. I have to work
tonight.

Listen, I have to go. I have a class.

I really have to go. I have a lot of work to do.

Oh no! Here comes my train. I have to run.

Stage 4: Ending of Introductions

Before saying good-bye to a person you have met for the first time, you

should say that you enjoyed meeting him or her.

A: It was nice talking to you.

B: It was nice talking to you, too.

A: It was nice meeting you.

B: It was nice meeting you, too.
(A;

Note : You should use these expressions

only when you meet someone for the
first time

B; B:

Stage 5: Good-byes

There are many ways to say

good-bye. Here are a few ex

amples.

Good-bye.

See you later.

See you around.

See you. :l;*p35o)

See ya.



Model Conversation

Activity 6 Now let’s look at a complete conversation. Can you identify each stage? Circle
and label the stages as shown in the example.

Luke, a foreign student, meets Mami during his first practice with the Judo Club.

Luke: fHi. V m Luke.
Mami: Hi. Nice to meet you. I'm Mami.

Luke: \Nice to meet you, too.
Mami: So...where are you from?
Luke: I’m from the U.S.

Mami: Oh, the United States. What part?
Luke: Well, I’m from a small town in Florida.

Mami: Oh, Florida! So...does your family live near Disney World?

Luke: No, they don’t. They live further north, (Mami: Uh-huh) but I’ve been there
a lot of times.

Mami: Actually, I work part-time'^ at Tokyo Disneyland.

Luke: Oh, really? What do you do?

Mami: I’m a clerk* in a gift shop. (Luke: Mm-hmm) We sell lots of souvenirs.*

So...did you studyjudo in Florida?

Luke: No, I didn’t. Actually, this is my first time, so I’m a little nervous.* i

Mami: Oh, there are a lot of beginners here, so you don’t have to worry about
that.

Luke: Oh, that makes me feel a lot better.

Mami: Great! Well, listen. I’m sorry, but I have to go. I have to change* for practice.

1 guess I’ll see you later. i

Luke: OK! It was really nice talking to you.

Mami: Yeah, nice talking to you, too.

Luke: See you later.

Mami: Yeah, see you.

^tcK^ f:

(

(

(

SB

(5)

10)

to work part-time

*a clerk

*a souvenir

*nervous

*to change

13)

20)

Activity 7 Work in pairs. Practice reading the conversa

tion. When you are practicing the conversa
tion, remember to shake hands and maintain

good eye contact.

Homework Write a conversation between you and a foreign exchange student in an introduction

situation. Be sure to include all of the conversation stages you have studied in this unit,

and be careful about your use of the simple present tense when asking or answering

questions.

14 Encounters



Grammar Focus

Grammar Box 1

^Simple Present Tense

Simple present tense is used to talk about facts or situations that

are true at present or always, or actions that occur on a regular

basis. For this reason, the verbs in Stage 2 (Small Talk) tend to be

present tense verbs, as people ask questions and talk about gen
eral aspects of their lives.

I live in Togane.

Togane is about 30 minutes east of Chiba city.

I drive to school every day.

now

1  L

time

T = fact or action

Yes/No Questions
Do you live in

^^JlCawagoe?
No. I have an apart
ment in Sakado.Do

+ subject {$!§) + verb (ijp])
Does

to be (be itifU)
So...are you
a student?

Yes, I am. I’m in my

first year.Am

+ subjectIs

Are

Negative

’t' do not

, . (don’t)
subiecl + < ,

does not

^ (doesn’t)

I’m notjapanese. I’m

Brazilian, but my par

ents are Japanese.

near here.
■ + verb

to be

am not

is not (isn’t)

are not (aren’t)

subject +

Grammar Exercise 1

Complete the conversation using the simple present tense. Be creative.

I Don’t Think We’ve Met 15



Grammar Focus

Grammar Exercise 2

Fill in the blanks with the simple present form of “to be” {am, is or are).

Laura and Masako are on a train to Hakone.

this Gora Station?

the next stop.

Thanks. Do you know if that

Yes, I think so.

So...

Excuse me.

No, that

w

you from this area ?*

Laura:

Masato:

Laura:

Masato:

Laura:

Masato:

Laura:

Masato:

here I get on the Hakone Ropeway?

No, actually, this my first time in Kanagawa prefecture.*’' T live in Nagasaki.

Wow, that so far away!

It certainly ^ but it exciting to travel this far with friends. I hn here

with some classmates.

you a college student?

Yes, I a third-year student. I study international business administration.*

I see. Your English so good.

Well, in fact, I was born in North America.

you Canadian? American?

Well, my parents Japanese Canadians, so I was born in Canada. I moved*

an area

*a prefecture M
’’'business admini

stration

*moved (to move)

Laura:

Masato:

Laura:

Masato:

Laura:

Masato:

Note!

in normal speech,
people sometimes
change the order of
the conversation

stages. Notice how
the speakers intro
duce themselves at

the end of this conver

sation.

tojapan 5 years ago.

Wow, isn’t this interesting! I’m talking to another Canadian on the train to

from Vancouver.Laura Sands. IHakone! By the way, my name

Laura:

yeiy nice meeting you.Masato Toda. ItMasato:

Grammar Exercise 3

Below are three questions from Grammar Exercise 2. If you met Laura on the train to

Hakone, how would you answer these questions? Give extra information or details in

your answers.

Question 1:

You:

you from this area?

Question 2:

You:

you a college student?

Question 3:

You:

you Canadian?

16 Encounters



Grammar Focus

Grammar Exercise 4

BINGO

Objectives

To complete 2 lines of 4 in a row, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

To practice forming Yes/No questions.

To practice answering questions with extra information.

Directions

1. For each box, use “you” as a subject and change the statement into a Yes/No question.

2. Walk around the room and ask your classmates the questions you made in step “1” above. Ask only 2

questions per person.

3. When somebody says, “Yes, I do,” or “Yes, I am,” write down his or her name on the line in the box.

4. If you are asked a question, give an answer with extra information (see example below).

5. When you have filled 2 lines of 4 boxes in a row, shout “Bingo!”

comes to school by train.

Form a Yes/No question: Do you come to school by train?
Yes, I do. It takes me one and a half hours every day!Your partner answers;

Example (1)

Write down his/her name; (1) ^aiyui comes to school by train.

hasis from IS an

onlj child,

comes

to school by train. three classes today.Tohoku.

•7

sometimeshasis

boyfri^nd/girlfriend.wears cologne.a part-time job.
(7JWK h)

good at English.

is fromhassometimes

eats out. B type blood. the Kanto area.lives alone, (-ato

plays

sports after school.

believes in

love at first sight.

is a fanhas

of the Giants.an e-mail address.
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Grammar Focus

Grammar Box 2

Wh-/How Questions with Simple Present Tense

do So...what do you do?
WTiere

WTien

Why
How

How often

does

+ am

I work as a flight attendant.

I work for Singapore Airlines.

IS

are

Wow! What

counli ies do

you fly to?

do

doesWhat kind of

I fly to Singapore
and the United

States twice a

week.

+ noun + am
Si

ISmat

are

Grammar Exercise 5

Put the words in order Answer the questions.

1. do/what/sports/like/you/?
You:

Question:

2. you/school/how/get/do/to/?
You:

Question:

3. do/like/how/you/school/this/? Question:
You:

4. what/belong/you/to/clubs/do/? Question:
You: ̂

5. often/you/do/how/work/?
You:

Question:

Grammar Exercise 6

Rewrite the sentences correcting the mistakes.

1. Where do you from?

2. What are you year in?

3. Are you live near here?

4. What do you like Japanese food?

5. I am belong to the soccer club.
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Pronunciation Tips

The Sounds of /!/ and /r/

/!/ /r/

• Press the tip of your tongue

against your upper gum

ridge, just behind your front

teeth, and then voice the

sound.

• Lightly curl the tip of your tongue up and back.

• As you voice the sound, do not touch the

roof of your mouth with the tip of your tongue.

• Round your lips slightly to help make the

sound.

Activity 8 Try saying these examples.

lice* rice

right
rock*

vs.
light
lock

*lice

* to lock anil'll-•§

*a rock s

*liver (1^©) UA-

/r/ I read on the train eveiy day./!/ I like playing loud music.

/!/ 8c /r/ I really love rock and roll.

Activity 9 Work in pairs. Student 1 asks question (a) or (b). Student 2 says the appropriate

answer. Change roles and practice again.CO

11

(3'Q Student 1 Student 2

No, I would never eat that!

Well, almost evei7 day.

a. Do you eat lice every day?

b. Do you eat rice every day?

a. Is this exercise long?

b. Is this exercise wrong?

a. How do you spell “liver”?*

b. How do you spell “river”?

a. Wliat does “light” mean?

b. WTiat does “right” mean?

1.

No, it’s very short.

No, it’s right.

L-I-V-E-R

R -1 - V - E - R

It means “not hea\y.
It means “correct.”
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Listen Up!

Listening

Listen to each conversation. Check (V ) the best answer to the questions.

Conversation 1

1. Chris and Akiko both work at an amusement park. They are on a break.
A C

1. Where is Chris from?

EH New Zealand

EH Australia

EH Canada

9. Which attraction does Chris work at?

EH The roller coaster

EH The dolphin show

EH The merr)'-go-round

Conversation 2

2. Steve Johnson meets Manabu Watanabe in a university cafeteria.

What does Steve Johnson do?

EH He teaches international business.

EH He teaches communications.

EH He teaches English.

1.

2. Where does Manabu have to go?

□ Work

EH Home

n Class

Conversation 3

3. A Japanese university student and a foreign tourist meet on a train.

rj‘
1. How long will the tourist stay in Japan?

□ 2 days
EH 2 weeks

EH 2 months

rn

2. What is the tourist’s name?

n Richard

D Ronald

D Don’t know
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Putting It All Together 1

Gap Filling

Activity 10 Using what you have learned so far, fill in the blanks in the dialogue below.

Kaori meets a foreigner who has recently moved in next door in the hallway of her apartment

building.

I*viiori: Hi! I don’t think we’ve met.* My name is Ktiori. I live in apartment 202.

Maria: Hi, (i) I’m Maria.

* I don’t think

we’ve met.

How about you?

* a trading company

*

I^aori: Nice to meet you, too. (2)

Maria: I’m from Brazil.

Kaori: Wow! Where in Brazil?

Maria: I’m from a small town neai' Sao Paulo.

Kaori: Oh! I’ve never been to Brazil, but I hope to go there one day.

Maria: Yeah! It’s a wonderful place. So...how about you?*
Note!

How to practice con
versations:

1. Learn your speak
ing turn by reading
it silently.

2. Look at your part
ner and speak your
lines.

3. If you cannot re
member your whole
turn, try to say one
sentence at a time.

(3)

Kaori: I’m from Gifu prefecture. (M: Uh-huh) My hometown is Ogaki.

Maria: Oh, is that far from Nagoya?

Kaori: No, it’s not that far. It’s about an hour by train.

Maria: Oh, really? (4)

I'vaori: No, I’m not. I graduated last year. I work part-time at an international trading

company.* (5)

Maria: I’m a college student.

ICiiori: (f>)

Maria: Art. But I have to learn Japanese first.

Kiiori: Oh, good luck. Listen, I have to go. (7)

It was nice talking to you.

P

Maria: (8)

Ktiori: See you around.

Maria: (9)

Activity 11 Work in pairs. Take turns in each role and practice the conversation. Remember

to look at your partner and not your book.
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Putting It All Together 2

Role Play

Work in pairs. Take turns in each role and practice the following introduction situa

tions. Use the new language you have learned.

Situation 1: An Amusement Park

Role A

You are Japanese. You work at an amusement park. You have been working there

for 3 months. You see a foreign person you do not know sitting in the staff room

when you enter for a break. Approach him or her and have a short conversation.

Useful
expressions

• How long have
you been work

ing here?
CCri^CD<6.f>fflL-'T

f'rr*''?

Role B

You are Canadian. Your name is Christine/Larry McDonald. You work at an amuse

ment park souvenir shop. You are in the staff room on a break. Today is your first

day at work, so you do not know anyone. Somebody begins a conversation with

you. After speaking for a short time, your break ends, and you must return to work
y

1

'im

MM 'a
V

•T-

W.I
••

]
9r "• t *.

Situation 2: A Welcome Party for International Students

Role A

You are a Japanese university student. You are at  a welcome party for international

students at your university. You notice an international student standing near you

whom you have not met before. Introduce yourself and have a short conversation.

Before ending the conversation, be sure to provide a polite excuse.

Role B

You are an international student from Australia. Your name is Sally/Ron Rice. You

have come to Japan to study martial arts. You are at a welcome party for interna
tional students. A Japanese student walks up to you. Have a short conversation

with him/her.
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Self-Assessment

How Did You Do?

Below is a checklist similar to what your teacher will use to assess your

ability to participate appropriately in a spoken introduction. Use it to prac

tice for your speaking test.

1. With your partner, keep practicing introduction conversations in which you take turns

playing the role of a foreign visitor in Japan or yourself.

2. After each conversation, use the checklist to assess how well you have done.

3. Did you do well? Keep practicing until you are confident that you can do equally well on
the speaking test.

Conversation Stages

Stage 1: Greetings and Introductions
I  I Firm handshake

I  I Good eye contact

Stage 2: Small Talk

I Ask appropriate questions

I Use “So” for new topics

I Ask several questions about 1 topic
^ Answer with extra information

i Listen actively

Stage 3: Signal to End Conversation

I  I “1 have to go.”
I  I Reason

Stage 4: Ending of Introductions

I  “It was nice meeting you.”

Stage 5: Good-byes

□ “See you.”

Grammar

Simple Present Tense
J Statements

I Yes/No Questions
^ Wli-/How Questions

Vocabulary
I  I Use new vocabulai'y
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