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What some refer to as expressways are usually known as freeways in a number
of countries. Many people mistakenly consider the word “freeway” to have derived
from a “free road,” a road with no toll for its use. It is true that most freeways in the
U.S. are free of charge, but the “free” in “freeway” is said to come from its feature of
allowing traffic to flow freely.

A freeway is defined as a road with its outbound and inbound lanes separated by
a median. There are also no traffic signals or stop signs and minor roads are passed
over by elevated roadways. Therefore, a freeway is a road one can freely drive a car on
without worrying about being impeded by the usual traffic controlling mechanisms.

However, it is also a fact that many expressways do not require the driver to pay a
toll. Freeways in the U.S. or Australia, autobahns in Germany, motorways in the UK.,
and autostradas in Poland are fundamentally free of charge.

Autoroutes in France are essentially free of charge but since road construction
companies are allowed by law to add tolls to roads, drivers are typically charged for
the use of such roads. However, because of public demand, many roads remain toll-
free. These include expressways in large cities as well as roads near harbors and
borders. In some cases, such as with Italy’s autostradas, motorists are commonly
charged for use of the roads.

Germany’s 13,000 km of autobahns are noted for the fact that there is no speed
limit under the law. A driver is essentially free to speed to their heart’s content. On
the contrary, it is actually dangerous to drive slowly on these freeways. Stopping can
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result in serious accidents, so stopping is usually prohibited even in cases where the
car runs out of gas. This means that drivers are expected to fill up before heading out
on the highway. Unexpected occurrences like flat tires are not considered infractions
of the autobahn’s safety regulations, because these kinds of happenstances are out
of the driver’s control for the most part.

Speed on autobahns is actually controlled to a certain point, more so in some
areas than others. For stretches of roads without specified speed limits, the
recommended speed is 130 km/h. For congested places or inclining/declining
sections, the speed limit is between 100 and 130 km/h. Moreover, the speed limits
for large trucks and buses are 80 km/h and 100 km/h respectively.

Autobahns are designed in order to make them suitable for high speed driving;
therefore, the gradient of the road is limited to a 4% incline in principle. With that
said, it is still considerably difficult to maintain control of a vehicle once someone
attempts speeds nearing or exceeding 300 km/h.

In conclusion, expressways can be dangerous when driving a car too slowly or too
fast. As is often said, “everything in moderation.” This principle also applies to the
world of expressways.
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ROBAFFEZHH ( )ICHTIIESFHEEZRA T, FREFTMETELHEL,
(1) EdEmsIE. hRDEEHT T LD E FOMRIENTNSETH S,

A freeway is a road with outbound and inbound (a. ) separated
by a (b. ).
lanes lines median meridian midway paths

(2) 2L OETEHHERIRBZFRLEVD, HA TR TIRZ,

In many countries, freeways do not require drivers to pay a (a. )
but those in Japan are not free of (b. ).
bill charge fine rate toll tuition

(3) RAYOEBEKRTHZ 7 b= DOHENE, FRIE LT 4%ICHIBENTWVS,

The gradient of the autobahns in Germany is limited to a 4% (a. )
in (b. ).
incline principal principality principle section sloping

Al ROBVDEZE LTRLELEGLDZRVGEL,

(1) What country is known for having no speed limit under the law?
(A) France (B) Germany (©) Australia (D) U.K.

(2) How fast are drivers allowed to go in congested places or on slopes on German

autobahns?
(A) 50 km/h (B) 80 kmj/h
(C) between 50 and 80 km/h (D) between 100 and 130 km/h

—
B: ZBEEREEANS( NICEELEANTHVERRS Y, HETEILGTL, © 03

(1) Generally speaking, why are cars ( ) to move so
( ) through areas while on freeways?

(2) Freeways in France are typically NOT free of ( ). What three
kinds of roads ( ) nothing to use?
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RO HICHTIFERRELELLFE () Z (A)~ (D) S5RBULEL,

(1) ( ) most freeways in the U.S. are free of charge, but the “free” in
“freeway” is said to come from its feature of allowing traffic to flow freely.

(A) Itis true of (B) Itis true that
(Q) The truth was whether (D) What is the truth

(2) Stopping on freeways can result in serious accidents, so it is usually prohibited
even in cases ( ) the car runs out of gas.
(A) whose (B) which (C) where (D) why

(3) Autobahns are designed in order to ( ) them suitable for high
speed driving.
(A) ask (B) order (Q) make (D) want

() REIFBOit: it it that UFERTRER. <itis + FUEH + that 55> DR,
() PS%EIE where (ST : point  situation 7z £ DA STRIC TE B,
G BS5REMBWE | < make +58(0) +HHERA)>T (0FAILT B,

(1) ROBFEBEOEHKICED L SIT( )ADE @) ZAREZ LT,
% < D EEGEN CTHEIEFICGE TROSHLNZRD TN E WS DIR>FETT,
It is a fact (don’t / the driver / require / that / many expressways ) to pay a toll.

(2) XOBAEEOEKkICEZ LSS, eV FEBEICLEDS( ) EBHETL,
ZLDANBIE, freeway & TERIOMER . 3 xbBiE PR L THA 28R LT
WA EMES> TE>TVET,
Many people mistakenly ( ) ( ) the word “freeway” is
derived ( ) “free road,” a ( ) with no ( )
for using it.

B>k : considerthat & ~f2&£EX %] [ be derived from ~ T~|cH¥kT 3]

(3) XOBFFEEHREICLEETV, L. ( )ADE @) ZIBICHEN, BEEESBIGLTE
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