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Chapter 1

Shohei Ohtan:
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Shohei Ohtani has shown the world that he is a world-class, all-time baseball
“great.” The Los Angeles Angels (American League) two-way superstar recorded
his 10th win of the 2022 season as a pitcher on August 9, reaching double figures in
both wins and home runs. This made him the first major leaguer to do so since Babe
Ruth, 104 years before.

In the final game of 2023 World Baseball Classic (WBC) on March 21,
Samurai Japan defeated the US team to win the overall championship. Before
the game, Ohtani told his teammates to stop being so in awe of the MLB (Major
League Baseball) superstars. “If you admire them, you can’t surpass them,” he said.
“We came here to surpass them, to reach the top. For one day, throw away your
admiration for them and just think about winning,” he said to inspire his teammates.

In the game’s final thrilling moment, Ohtani, who was also Japan’s designated hitter
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(DH), was on the mound, pitching against US superstar Mike Trout. Ohtani won
the classic duel with a strikeout. After his team’s dramatic 3-2 victory, Ohtani said,
“This really proves that Japanese baseball can beat any team in the world.” Ohtani
had been the driving force behind Japan’s victory, getting some to say, “Ohtani is a
baseball god.”

In 2024, Ohtani moved to the Los Angeles Dodgers (National League) after
signing a massive contract. On September 19, that year, he became the first “50-
50” player in MLB history, surpassing 50 home runs and 50 stolen bases in a single
season. Ohtani finished the 2024 season with 54 homers (home run king), 130 RBIs
(RBI king), 59 stolen bases, and a .310 batting average. He won the National League’s
Most Valuable Player (MVP) Award, his third MVP honor, having won the award
for the American League in 2021 and 2023—only the second player ever to win the
award in both leagues.

People tend to focus on Ohtani’s incredible achievements, but his success is surely
underpinned by his tireless efforts, strength of mind, and dedication to winning.
Ohtani underwent Tommy John surgery on his right elbow in 2018 and again in
2023. But he went through lengthy rehabilitation and overcame these challenges with
patience and “grit.”

Ohtani 1s a big fan of Hanamaki Honey, which is produced in Iwate Prefecture
and which Ohtani considers a great source of energy. He has said, “I hope students
can find one special thing to pursue throughout their life, be it a sport or academic
subject.” From Shohei Ohtani, students can learn how important it is to be patient,

and have a strong will, and constantly strive to surpass oneself.
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Exercise 1-1: Comprehension Questions ) o

. When did Shohei Ohtani achieve double figures in a single season in both wins as
a pitcher and in home runs?

(A) On August 9, 2023

B) On August 9, 2022

C) On September 19, 2024

(
©)
(D) On March 21, 2023

. Whom did Ohtani face from the mound in the final moment of the 2023 World

Baseball Classic?
(A) Babe Ruth
(B) Aaron Judge
(C) Mike Trout
(D) Mookie Betts

. What was the final score of Japan’s victory over the US team in the 2023 WBC
final game?

(A) 4-3

(B) 5-2
(C) 3-2
(D) 2-1
. In 2024, Ohtani became the first MLB player to achieve which of the following
milestones in a single season?

(A) 60 home runs and 100 RBIs

(B) 40 home runs and 40 stolen bases

(C) 50 home runs and 50 stolen bases

(D) 55 home runs and 130 RBIs

. What personal quality or qualities does Shohei Ohtani highlight as being
especially important for students?

(A) Admiration for others’ achievements

(B) Patience and determination

(C) The ability to avoid challenges

(D) Changing goals frequently
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Grammar Review

Nouns and Pronouns

(%5 - %)

%5

1. Bz 5N3%5H -EBhE £5%H

O @ BRI ICIIER. AMRLADOERBED DE. BEF (,-e5) D'H 3,
5 a home run = 46 home runs

@ &EE8%FA--BALEEOHDPCPANDOEERZRTEE. Al family. audience. team. crew
ERRZ—DODFLEDELTEZRZHEREBRALBLLED. FEREZBR T BAP
HDICERZEVTEZ Z35GI1F. BEETHERBLE LTS,
All my family are enthusiastic Ohtani fans.
There are only 400 families living on this island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

2. BFADERIY
() ZFADFEREIC -s Z DT %o superstar — superstars
@ RFDERHIRDIZEICIE -es Z2D1T %o
FEBEM -s. x. sh. -ch. FEF+ o DIHE. match = matches
FBED A, -fe DIFF, life — lives
BENFEF+ y DHEE. victory = victories
@ FHRAZ(LZ 3 245, tooth = teeth, datum — data 72 &
3. Bz onsVaE--EERE MELR HmREH
O EE%FH A% - HRBLZRTHF, B Shohei Ohtaniy Iwate
@ YMELFE - BE-[UE-ERBEME LML L ZRTRF, a P an HOH T EHTLHEL,
EDSH. BeRITHEIE. ThEenNDBRAICE o LBUBREZ[E D,
a useful piece of advice. two teaspoons of honey. three cups of vegetable soup

@ HRBFH - HEPIRE. RIFLHEZRTHH, flgas. quietness. admiration

(A=
%50 ARG - 38R (this. that B ) « FEREF (some. any R ) « EEREH%
# (what B Y) - BRABFEICHD NS,
1. A4
Shohei Ohtani has shown the world that he is a world-class, all-time baseball “great.”
2. FETRARE
This proves that Japanese team can beat any team in the world.
3. it DK
(1) It was thanks to his strong will that Ohtani overcame these difficult challenges.
(It is <was> ~ that DR 0)
(2) It is about ten minutes’ walk from the station to the university.
(GEAFRORBE, JE8z, WiNE, BBk, B &2 £9)

(3 It is precious for students to learn from Ohtani the importance of being patient and having a strong

will. (EXEFR)
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Exercise 1-2: Grammar Exercise {

AXDERICRDHATDOLWEZ (A) ~ (D) OFRNSEVGRT L,

1. Ohtani became the first major leaguer since Babe Ruth to achieve double figures
__ both wins and homers.
(A) in (B) at (C) with (D) for

2. Shohei Ohtani told his teammates before the final game of the WBC to stop ____

in awe of MLB superstars.

(A) to be (B) being (C) been (D) having been

3. Ohtani _____ the remarkable record of 54 home runs and 130 RBIs during the
2024 season.
(A) achieves (B) will achieve (C) has achieved (D) achieved

4. Ohtani's tireless efforts and _____ dedication underpin his incredible achievements.
(A) strong (B) strength (C) strongly (D) strengthen

5. Ohtani _____ surgery on his right elbow in 2018 and 2023.

(A) undergoes  (B) will undergo (C) underwent (D) has undergone

Exercise 1-3: Listening Practice '

EEZEEVTH>ZOFICELVEE ANGETIL,

Shohei Ohtani has firmly established ( ) as one of baseball’s greatest
players, making history with extraordinary accomplishments as both a pitcher and

a hitter. From inspiring his teammates to ( * ) in the 2023 World Baseball
Classics to achieving an unprecedented 54 home runs and 59 stolen bases in a single
MLB season in 2024, ( * ) journey is marked by resilience and hard work.
Despite having two elbow surgeries, Ohtani’s determination and mental ( )
have allowed him to achieve incredible success. His story teaches students and athletes
the importance of having patience, ( ), and a strong will.
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Lee Teng-hui, the first democratically elected President of Taiwan, passed
away on July 30, 2020, at the age of 97. His passing marked the end of an era that
left a lasting impact on the history of Taiwan. Lee Teng-hui was a crucial figure
in promoting democracy in Taiwan and played a significant role in its political
transformation.

Born in Taiwan in 1923 while Taiwan was under Japanese rule, Lee studied at
Kyoto Imperial University. He was a witness to Taiwan’s transition from Japanese
rule to the control of the Chinese Nationalist Party. In 1953, Lee earned a master’s
degree from the University of Iowa. In the 1960s, he earned a Ph.D in agricultural
economics from Cornell University. Returning to Taiwan as an agricultural expert,
he rose steadily within the government, eventually becoming Taiwan’s first native-
born President in 1988.

15



At the time, the position was not democratically elected, as the president was
chosen by a group of unelected politicians. Even as President, Lee Teng-hui advocated
for democracy and pushed for the dismantling of authoritarian rule. This led to
Taiwan’s transition from a one-party system to a vibrant multi-party democracy.
When Taiwan held its first direct presidential elections in 1996, Lee defeated the
main challenger and served as Taiwan’s president until 2000.

Another of Lee’s most notable contributions was his strong stance on Taiwan’s
national identity and its relationship with China. He believed in Taiwan’s
distinctiveness as a nation and strived to gain recognition for it. To this end, he
introduced education that emphasized Taiwan’s history and culture and encouraged
people to see themselves not as “Chinese” but as “Taiwanese.”

Along with his firm stance on Taiwan’s sovereignty and political independence,
Lee Teng-hui also fostered close, friendly relations with Japan based on the two
nation’s shared cultural, historical, and economic interests. Lee’s efforts to strengthen
Taiwan’s relations with Japan contributed to increased exchanges in various fields,
including trade, tourism, and culture, and helped bring about today’s continuing
close relationship.

Lee Teng-hui’s presidency was marked by challenges as well as achievements. He
faced criticism and controversy, particularly regarding his handling of cross-strait
relations with China. While the majority of Taiwanese people reject China’s political
system and government, very strong historical and cultural links exist between the
two, and there are obvious benefits to maintaining good relations with Taiwan’s
far larger and better-armed neighbor. Despite the controversy that surrounded
his presidency, Lee successfully navigated Taiwan through a period of steady
economic growth, international recognition, and political transformation. He will be
remembered as a champion of democracy and a key figure in Taiwan’s transition to a

vibrant democratic society.
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