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CHAPTER 1

Ken Watanabe is perhaps the best known Japanese actor in the world.
"~ He has received many awards for his work in Japanese cinema, as well
as for his Hollywood movies. But, Watanabe is not only known for his
acting; he is also highly respected for his humanitarian efforts, especially
on behalf of the victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011. 5
Watanabe's career as an actor reveals his great versatility, with roles
that range from samurai warriors to an Alzheimer’s patient. He has also
done outstanding work in several English-language films. In 2003, for
his first Hollywood movie, The Last Samurai, he was nominated for Best
Supporting Actor by both the Academy Awards and the Golden Globe 10
Awards. Again, in 2006, Watanabe was acclaimed for his tragic role
in Letters from Iwo Jima. The movie, directed by Clint Eastwood, was
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named the Best Foreign Language Film at the 64th Golden Globe Awards.
Since then, Watanabe has continued to appear in numerous Japanese and
Western movies. His career has been all the more remarkable because
Watanabe had to overcome leukemia twice while he was in his 30’s.

When the Great East Japan Earthquake struck in March 2011,
Watanabe was quick to enlist support for victims of the tragedy. Within
a month, he had visited Ofunato City in Iwate Prefecture, bringing relief
supplies and words of encouragement. Then in November, an auction
of contemporary art was held in New York to benefit the earthquake and
tsunami victims. Watanabe opened the auction by reading a poem by Kenji
Miyazawa, a beloved writer from Iwate Prefecture. “I want to continue
sending out messages from Tohoku to all over Japan and the world,”
Watanabe said after the auction.

In January 2012, Watanabe spoke at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, where he described Japan’s ongoing recovery from the
tragedy. Recovery would be possible, he said, because of a strong sense
of “kizuna,” a bond or link that encourages people to join together to help
one another through hard times. “The sea, which was so beautiful and had
given us much fortune, swallowed up lives and swept away everything.
However, people did things—they helped each other, supported each other.
This is the culture of ‘kizuna,” which we had in all of us,” he explained.
These strong bonds were “a ray of hope found in the barren land left by the
tsunami,” he added.

Notes

9 Ken Watanabe " 50511959 (BBF1 34) FHRRE TN, BAEAN CHEZFRLICT LE RS,
. TLEAR—Y vV ERIL R T 24HB, NHK A8 RS < DRIRSBECR) CARZES.

Ny b EF VXL TSAYURLL TV 57 ENY Ty FBEICE ZEHIR, £/ 2015(F
B 27)E3 B. KETLEBEINEI 2— VDIV EREMITERIZTHE,

5 the victims "#¢3E
the Great East Japan Earthquake "SREAARZEX) 2011 (FK 23)F 3 A 11 HEE,

6 reveals TRL T3,
his great versatility "EDRAGZFILZEIRY

7 samurai warriors ¥,
an Alzheimer's patient 77 )"/ /\ 1 <X —fHEE,

9 Hollywood movie "/\'J 7y NBRE,
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9 The Last Samurai "> X L5455 2003 (FFAE 15) D77 A HBE, BADR T EZH#HE.
SHOEAAGENEREN I &L TEEZMTAT
Best Supporting Actor "BIIEEEE

10 the Academy Awards "7 A7 = —&
the Golden Globe Awards "J— /L7 >/ 0O—JE,

11 was acclaimed for "~ CHE TNz,

12 Letters from Iwo Jima "TRREED S DFHEs,1 2006 (FK 18) FD77 A U HME, FRHHRK
HICHITAMEEDHWEHWERDU ED, BANADERL SHEHONGEEE ToT.

Clint Eastwood "7 1J> k « /=X b7 Ky 1930 £7 AU AH%EE N, MEGHE. BREETE,
was named "fE& TNz

13 the Best Foreign Language Film "SEFNEEMEE

14 has continued to appear "HJE Ll CET

15 all the more "5H T 5,

16 leukemia "E MK,

18 was quick to enlist support for victims of the tragedy "9 << Z DIRBIDEKE DD IR
NEFONNF B3 IEHEETEDU EDE LT kizuna 311 EWSZHEY A &S Eiffe,
FOBEDIIAMEDZZ 22 7 FROBEEFRZ SN, BLZT | AAELRDT

19 Ofunato City "AfE™) AMEMIERHERICENZTNTVS, FEDEE *?v@l:’f-’ii’\'“
FEEOREFR. POTHMOBE, AMEBERT « —4—1V 7T FEHMBORFZR. T5ICE
2014 (5 26) F 4 BICHAMEBRTRORERE. RLICERICEITZEIEL IR L'CL‘%O
Iwate Prefecture "ESFIE
bringing relief supplies and words of encouragement "¥iIEHE S HMDSEEE > Ty

20 an auction of contemporary art "IRCEMDA —0 > 3>, WAEMRN LEOFUHNF ICEF
LIe7—FAbeBlc&>TCZa—I— I CRfEENF v T —F =032,

21 to benefit "SZIEDISHIT,

22 tsunami TR
apoem "5, TRNZEXS X,

Kenji Miyazawa "2ZREJ&; 1896 (BF7E 29) F£—1933 (BAH 8) &£, &FREFTNOFAL FR, £
KRIFICTELER. TEXDZVRIEBE GE,

24 Tohoku "Eit,

26 the World Economic Forum "HFRET + —3 L) XA RITAEEZ B FEEFIRE, BEARR
TREINZ T ETHRARFELETENT VS, BIENEMBAPBAR. Jv—FUX MDY
—Elcel, HRANEET2EAGMBICDOVWCERT 2HICE TN,

27 Davos, Switzerland "X A ADZRA
described "FEo 7z,

Japan’s ongoing recovery "EE L DDd % HA,

28 a strong sense "3ELNEE

29 kizuna ¥,
abond or link FEUDE, HEWNIEDEHY
encourages people to join together to help one another through hard times "A < AR5
1> THICBHFED T EE S BHHT

31 fortune "FE(X5),

32 people did things "A&ZF1TEIERRT LE Lz,
they helped each other, supported each other "TAZIZHBEVENTEL, ZTXEWVE Lz

34 a ray of hope found in the barren land left by the tsunami BEK(ICK > TEREINFRHFTRES
NeBLEDH )
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Exercise 1-1: Comprehension Questions

3

w

1. Why is Ken Watanabe so famous?
(A) He is as popular in Asia as he is in the West.
(B) He is both an excellent movie actor and a humanitarian.
(C) He has many friends in Hollywood, as well as in Japan.
(D) He once played an Alzheimer’s patient.

2. What difficult personal challenge did he face as a young man?
(A) Finding suitable roles in Japanese movies
(B) Learning to act in English-language movies
(C) Deciding what career he should pursue
(D) Overcoming serious illness

3. Which of Watanabe’'s movies won the Golden Globe Award as Best
Foreign Language Film?
(A) Letters from Iwo Jima
(B) The Last Samurai
(C) All of his English-language movies
(D) Sayuri

4. How did he help victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake?
(A) He made a movie about the earthquake.
(B) He wrote a poem to describe the aftermath of the earthquake.
(C) He brought supplies to the area and helped raise money for recovery.
(D) He donated millions of dollars of his own money.

5. What is the spirit of “kizuna™?
(A) Humans must help one another in difficult times.
(B) People should try to appear brave in times of trouble.
(C) Humans are linked to the world of nature.
(D) A ray of hope is all that can be expected.
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Grammar Review
Sentence Pattern
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(BEASCE) S55BDSUEESE (S). 8157 (V). 858 (O, BHE (0) DERZMFEDE TERINTWVS, Th54D0
NDEEREFE > TND L HERLIEEDERE WV, EIT5 DOEAEUCHIET ST ENTES,

(U I'sing to you. (S+V 21375

(2 Ken Watanabe is the best known Japanese actor in the world. (S +V + C 55 2375))

(3 He has received many awards for his work in Japanese cinema. (S +V + O £ 3373))

@ I gave her my favorite DVD. (S+V + 0+ 0 #4378

(5 She heard the dog barking. (S+V + 0+ C % 53%)
A2V w7 GHAT) O EREER &0 5 o BRI EERICER 2NN, NEZFLIBX 57
ICRETH DM, XOFHEHREIFEZZ,
(FFEIZEEOUEM DN EFHREIBEERV T, B EEELELT D,
BD3z] 1 getup early in the morning.
432 ] Getup quickly and wash your face. (Fa&ld7 L)
fE7Z%9d 2] Itis going to rain tomorrow.

ES
[
[?
[
[EfZxZ 93¢ ] Itis seven o'clock now.

4H>Hu>fﬁuﬂ‘é'1'

(053] ez 8k T 2REEEEICIE. %A ICEWNEER & S8 (EhE) &0 & S5GHVEIR (BER) hbs, 1. B2
AisgeEaedEn. £3. £4. B5XEUIMEFREZESXETH S,

The family returned from New York last month. (H#z)

He became a famous director of animal films. (H#zA)

I read the newspaper every day. (fthiBfiF)

He asked me some questions. (fthdifjza)

I heard the bird singing. (fth&fi7d)

(B MBI EELEMELE LVBERICH S, MEIERAYERAZAVNT. HEPREEHAL TS,
This is a book. (F:A&#fiEE this = a book)
You must keep the room clean. (Hi#&#iizE  the room = clean)

[(BEREE] BMEEIERAE TIE ~%) T~ TREN BB CIEBFFADOERICEN NS, BMGE%E 2 DISH 4 XETIE.
2DDBEWEEIE T~ (N) 1T (BEB®EE). '~ (B0 - &) %) (EHEENEE) OIBICBHNNSD. FiEFEZE> CIE
FEANBZA BT ENTES,

I gave her my favorite DVD. — I gave my favorite DVD fo /er.

She got my brother a camera. — She got a camera for my brother.

He asked me some questions. — He asked some questions of me.
PRt R+ Fa e ) B EEEAIC /5 2 DT, HEHA TS0 338U %,

f#E HRE ORI E NN B HTE R I3 HFHIC K > TRE > TV 5,
to &1H 5 B give, tell, show, lend, send, teach 7% &
for Zf&5#hE | buy, get, make, cook, find, choose 7% £
of Z1F > &5 ask
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Exercise 1-2: Arrangement Exercise

BARZBOEKICED KDICH>THD A~ D OFEIEZE L LTEZGEL,
1. FdmE B<HISNET XU HOHFTT,
She ( A. the best B. American C.is D. known ) singer.
2. TOREMEDE ZJTZIAS M LT3,
His career ( A. his way B. of C.reveals D. thinking).
3. HARDHHENZ COFFEICHITET 5 K 51k o7z,
Japanese actors ( A. Western movies B. have appeared C.many D.in).
4. RO EFERZ 7R U,
My brother ( A. illness B. last year C. a serious D. overcame ).
5. WAL LW ERBICIEIG S 5 DD,
She (A.tonew B.is quick C. circumstances D. to adapt ).
6. ¥EWVS HEDARICHAE ZHET D XI5 EM LT,
The sense of “kizuna” ( A. encouraged B. to support C. victims
D. people ).
7. WOBNIFA I BICZ K DBELES A Tz,
His success (A.us B.gave C.courage D.much).

Exercise 1-3: Listening Practice

CD ZRMWVTZEMICE LWEEZ ANIZELN,

Ken Watanabe is respected for his acting and for his humanitarian efforts on

behalf of the (1. ) of the Great East Japan Earthquake. He
has been (2. ) for Japanese and English-language films. For
The Last Samurai, he was (3. ) for Best Supporting Actor by

both the Academy Awards and the Golden Globe Awards. His career has been
remarkable because he had to overcome leukemia twice. Soon after the Great
East Japan Earthquake, he (4. ) relief supplies and words of
encouragement to the region. In January 2012, he (5. ) to the
World Economic Forum that Japan would recover because of its strong sense of
“kizuna.”

14
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CHAPTER2

EET v

Sakana-kun has been instrumental in promoting public awareness of
Japan’s fishing industry and related government policies. Sporting a cap
shaped like a boxfish and white robe, Sakana-kun appears on numerous television
shows to share his knowledge of fish with audiences throughout the nation.
He is also a well-known illustrator of a number of books about fish. 5

In fact, in recognition of his contributions, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) named him honorary fish ambassador.
Sakana-kun was also appointed a visiting associate professor at Tokyo
University of Marine Science and Technology.

One of Sakana-kun's most important achievements was the 10
identification of a fish that was thought to have been extinct for over 70
years, kunimasu. What happened is that Sakana-kun sent for kokanee
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