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% America should be the first country to sign the Kyoto Protocol

Major developed countries gathered together in Kyoto to think about
the problem of global warming. They produced the so-called Kyoto
Protocol, which requires the signatories to significantly reduce energy con-
sumption. The United States, however, refused to sign. Many people think
that the United States should have been the first country to sign this agree-
ment.

One reason for this is that Americans consume the largest amount of
energy in the world. According to research, Americans consume up to 100
times per capita as much fossil fuel energy as the energy required for person-
al metabolism.

A second reason is that the United States has the political power to per-
suade other countries to reduce energy consumption. Unless the United

States joins the Kyoto Protocol, the agreement will not have the influence it
should have.

(4] A third reason is that the United States can use its advanced science and
technology to help solve this difficult environmental matter, which is of
global concern. If America used its technology to achieve the Protocol’s
goals, it would serve as a model for other countries.

The United States is the single most influential power in the world.
Great power comes with great responsibility. Americans should think not
only about their own benefit, but should consider the world as a whole.
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™ Would summer time suit Japan?

Summer time is a system by which clocks are set one hour ahead in the
spring, then turned back in the fall. With this adjustment, people have an
extra hour of daylight in the evening all summer. The system was first
introduced in Europe during the First World War. The aim was to save ener-
gy by reducing consumption of electricity. Today 72 countries practice this
system. Japan introduced summer time in 1948, but abolished it four years
later. Recently, the reintroduction of summer time has been discussed.
However, I am of the opinion that Japan should not adopt this system.

The first reason is that summer time would affect our health. Japanese
people tend to keep regular hours. If time were shifted by one hour, it
would confuse us and affect our well-being. We have a sort of body clock,
and live according to it. If our body clock were changed, it could cause
health problems.

Secondly, it would cost too much time and money to alter the time.
Our society is controlled by computers. This makes the situation worse. If
the new system were to go into effect, all facilities and machines would have
to be adjusted to it. In medical centers in particular, a small mistake might
cause a big problem which could affect our lives and health.

Third, the location of Japan should be considered. For countries locat-
ed at high latitudes, this system might have more merit, because the daylight
gap between summer and winter is bigger. However, in Japan, this gap is
not so significant.

Before introducing any foreign system, we should first think whether it
really fits our society or not. Considering the many problems involved in
changing the time, summer time would offer little merit for Japan, and this
is why I am opposed to it.
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Il 2 Il Choose one statement that does not support the writer’s opinion.

1. Summer time would destroy many old Japanese customs and traditions.
2. Changing the time might affect peoples’ well-being.

3. Changing the time would cost time and money.

4. The daylight gap is insignificant in Japan.

Il 3 1l Fill in the blanks in these sentences.

"ﬂf?” 1. The summer time system was first introduced in ( ) during
the First World War.
2. Summer time was first introduced in ( ) in 1948,
3. We live according to our ( ) clock. If this were changed due
to a sudden change of time, we could have (h- ) problems.

4. With a change of the time, all facilities and machines would need
(a- ) because our society is controlled by (c- ).
5. The reason summer time was introduced in Europe was to save

( ).

6. Japan is located at a ( ) latitude than most European coun-
tries.
7. The writer is trying to explain why he/she is (o- ) to the intro-

duction of summer time in Japan.
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