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Paid tn Full

LLL{« <

By Bonnie Kearns

Reading Preparation

1. When is the stamp “Paid in Full” given?
2. What do you think of Japanese medical insurance system?
3. Are you afraid to get injections?

In 1965, I was a student at a nursing school. I was on my own for the
first time and I was very lonely. Students in the nursing program had to
receive a series of injections to prevent disease. I didn’t have a family
physician and I was very concerned about finding one.

5 One day, while out for a walk, I happened to see a sign on a house.
The sign said, “Doctor’s Office.” I walked in and sat down in the waiting
room. A few moments later, an elderly man came in. “I’'m Dr.
Hamilton,” he said. To tell the truth, I felt like leaving. I didn’t want this
old man with trembling hands to poke my skin! But I didn’t want to be

10 rude, either. So I told him who I was and what I needed. We made an
appointment for a date and time two weeks later.

When I arrived for my appointment, Dr. Hamilton led me into his
office. 1 watched as he placed a needle and glass syringe into a pot of
boiling water to sterilize them. It was like stepping back into the past!

1s I wanted to get out of there, but there was no escape. Then, as Dr.
Hamilton came toward me, something happened: his shaking stopped
and his hand became steady.

After that, each time I came for an injection, I offered to pay. But Dr.
Hamilton always said he would send me a bill at the end of the series. I

20 began to look forward to my visits and talks with Dr. Hamilton. He
even served me tea and cookies.



Chapter 1

On the day of my last injection, I asked the doctor how much I owed
him. He told me that the bill had been mailed to me on the previous
day. About three weeks later, his bill finally arrived. It could not have
come at a worse time. I had so much schoolwork that I could hardly
keep up with it. I was feeling depressed. I even thought about dropping
out of nursing school. I was also short of money. How was I going to
pay Dr. Hamilton’s bill? I opened the envelope. To my pleasant surprise,
the bill had “Paid in Full” stamped across it. There was also a note from
Dr. Hamilton. It said: “I was a struggling medical student myself once.
Have a wonderful career.” Dr. Hamilton’s words renewed my faith in my
nursing career, and in people.

Every now and then, youre lucky enough to meet someone who is
special, like Dr. Hamilton. I cannot tell you how much his kindness and
encouragement have meant to me. Thank you, Dr. Hamilton! I have
had a wonderful career.
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COMPREHENSION

[ Circle T if the sentence is true, F if it is false.
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In 1965, Bonnie had never been away from home before.
Bonnie needed to find a doctor because she was ill.

A classmate had recommended Dr. Hamilton to her.
Bonnie’s first appointment was for two weeks later.

Dr. Hamilton’s office was very modern.

Bonnie received all her injections on the same day.

[ Fill in the blanks in the following sentences. Listen to the tape
to check your answers.

IL.

2.

A of injections was supposed to disease.

He placed the syringe and needle in water to
them.

Dr. Hamilton said he would send her a at the

of the series.

She was feeling

because she had so much schoolwork

and was short of

Dr. Hamilton’s kindness and

renewed her

in her nursing career, and in people.



