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HAMLET

CHAPTER [
“Murder Most Foul”

READING WARM-UP ’

As you read the passage on the next page, look for answers to these questions.

1. What kind of man was Hamlet’s father, the late king?
2. What did Gertrude do that made Hamlet so ashamed?
3. To Hamlet, what had life become?

4. How did Claudius murder his brother, the late king?
5. What did Hamlet promise himself that he would do?




HAMLET
In ancient Denmark there lived a kind and gentle young prince named\

Hamlet. Everyone in the kingdom loved and honored him. But Hamlet was not

happy. His father, the King of Denmark, who had been a good and noble man,

had died just two months before. Hamlet missed his father very much. But not

5 only was the young prince in mourning for his father; he was deeply ashamed

as well. His mother, Queen Gertrude, had married again very soon after the

late king’s death. Claudius, her new husband and now King of Denmark, was
Hamlet’s uncle—his father’s brother.

Hamlet neither liked nor trusted Claudius. He thought the new king was

o ambitious, greedy, and cunning. Hamlet became so ashamed and sad that he no
longer cared for anything. Life to him was dark and meaningless. “To be, or not
to be ...?” was a question he often asked himself.

One cold, foggy, winter night, a ghost visited Hamlet while the young prince
was taking a walk outside the castle. This eerie spirit was dressed and looked
just like Hamlet’s late father. In fact, Hamlet at first thought it was his father. The
ghost came up to Hamlet and told him a terrible story.

w

“Your poor father was murdered,” the ghost said in a strange and frightening
voice. “Evil Claudius poured a deadly poison into the good king’s ear while he
was taking a nap in the orchard. Then Claudius married your mother and took

20 over the throne.” The ghost then commanded Hamlet to get revenge for the late
king’s foul murder. “You must kill Claudius,” the spirit said. “But you must
never do any harm to your mother,” he added, and then vanished.

The ghost’s story shocked and angered Hamlet, and he promised himself to

Kdo as he had been told. J
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COMPREHENSION 1 ’

Read the sentences below. Circle T if the sentence is true, F if it is false.

1.

T F Hamlet was popular with the people of Denmark.

2. T F Hamlet’s father had been dead a long time.
3. T F Hamlet was lonely for his father.

4.
5
6

T F Claudius was Gertrude’s brother.

. T F Claudius was now King of Denmark.

. T F Hamlet preferred Claudius to his father.

COMPREHENSION 2 ’

Complete the sentences or answer the questions with the correct choices.

1.

Hamlet thought Claudius ...

(A) was dark and meaningless.
(B) could not be trusted.
(C) truly loved Gertrude.

. When Hamlet asked himself “To be or not to be?” he was actually thinking

about ...

(A) killing Claudius.
(B) running away.
(C) killing himself.

. When Hamlet first saw the ghost, he thought ...

(A) the ghost was his father.
(B) the ghost was actually Claudius.
(C) the ghost was a visitor to the castle.

The ghost said that Claudius ...

(A) murdered the king to become king himself.
(B) was not really as bad as he seemed.
(C) planned to kill Hamlet, too.

. Which of these does the ghost NOT ask Hamlet to do?

(A) Get revenge for his father’s death.
(B) Tell his mother to leave Claudius.
(C) Kill Claudius.
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VOCABULARY ’

Choose the synonym for the underlined word or phrase in each sentence below.

1. Everyone in the kingdom honored Hamlet.
(A) obeyed (B) trusted (C) respected

2. Hamlet was in mourning for his father.
(A) grieving (B) angry about (C) seeking

3. To Hamlet, Claudius was cunning and ambitious.
(A) smart (B) sly (C) boastful

4. The ghost was an eerie sight.
(A) amazing (B) strange (C) dangerous

5. After he spoke to Hamlet, the ghost vanished.
(A) died (B) disappeared (C) approached

STRUCTURE AND IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS ’

Fill in the blank in each sentence B below so that it means the same as sentence A. Then, in
class, translate the sentences into Japanese.

1. This novel is both funny and frightening.

This novel is funny as as frightening.

Sue doesn’t eat meat or eggs.
Sue eats meat nor eggs.

You really resemble your late mother.
You look just your late mother.

Mr. Hardy became president of the company after Mr. Dennis left.
Mr. Hardy took the company from Mr. Dennis.

The boy always obeys his parents.
The boy always as his parents tell him.

COMPOSITION y

Look again at the Reading Warm-up questions on page 9. Answer each question in a complete
sentence. Write your answers on these lines. Listen to check your answers.

1.

W
B> Er Er > P

2
3
4,
5




HAMLET

CHAPTER 2

“Conscience Does Make
Cowards of Us All”

READING WARM-UP ’

As you read the passage on the next page, look for answers to these questions.

1. What did Hamlet think the Devil (Satan) might be trying to do?
2. Who is Ophelia?

3. Why did Polonius say that Ophelia could never marry Hamlet?
4. What did Polonius do with Hamlet’s letter?

5. What was Claudius planning to do?
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