Unit 1:

Hydroponics
in Japan

Japanese farmer Kunihiko Murai has become rich from
growing crops in water. Mr. Murai thought that the tradi-
tional kind of farming was not exciting. Then he read about
hydroponic farming—growing plants in water—so in 1966

s he tried it.

At first he built only a small, hydroponic tank and put one
hundred tomato plants into its shallow water. Some of the
plants became covered with tomatoes that grew fast and
tasted delicious. The next year, Mr. Murai built a bigger

10 hydroponic tank. The water in it contained chemical ele-
ments that plants usually get from soil. Mr. Murai put small
tomato plants into the water.

He was so busy with his hydroponic experiments that he
did not have time to grow crops in soil. Some neighbors

15 thought he was a very bad farmer. However, when the
second tomato crop was a huge success, other farmers
asked him to teach them how to grow crops that way.

Mr. Murai’s teaching efforts led to the creation of a
national research center that helps farmers learn to grow

2 hydroponic crops. The building costs of hydroponic farms
are high, but since many crops a year can be grown, farmers
can pay these costs in two or three years.
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Mr. Murai has become rich from growing rice in water.
Mr. Murai thought the traditional kind of farming was not
exciting.

Hydroponic farming is a way of growing plants in water.
The second year, Mr. Murai built the same size of
hydroponic tank as the first year.

Some neighbors thought he was a very bad farmer, because
he didn’t grow crops in soil.
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He ( ) ( ) for a long time.
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1. The mountains are covered ( ) snow.

2. He is known ( ) everyone in the village.
3. She is pleased ( ) the new dress.
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