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Unit1
Introduction

READING SECTION
What Is Architecture? @2

If we look in the dictionary for a definition of
architecture, we find something like architecture is
1) the process of planning, designing, and constructing
buildings and other physical structures and 2) the product of this process. In other words,
architecture means both the buildings themselves and the process that occurs to build the buildings.
But is architecture more than that?

If we examine the contents of an architecture course at a university, our understanding of
architecture becomes more complex than the dictionary definition. We can learn more about what
architecture is. Looking at the viewpoints of people who design architecture courses, we can see
that architecture is a highly integrated and multi-dimensional creative process. Architecture schools

combine a variety of different elements—aesthetic, technical, social and environmental—to make a
whole. We also learn that architecture doesn't exist in isolation.

When we listen to architects, we can get a better sense of the meaning of architecture and our
understanding deepens again. We can see that architecture is not just physical; it is also philosophical
and connected to society. For example, the French architect Le Corbusier (1887-1965) believed that
a house was a ‘machine to live in’; it should be modern and convenient. He thought architecture
should use the technological advances in society. Le Corbusier also saw a social role for architecture
in raising the quality of life for the working classes. Odile Decq, a contemporary French architect,
also emphasizes the philosophical interconnection between architecture and society. From her point
of view, to contribute to society, architects need a “deep cultural, sociological, economical, political
and ethical understanding of the world”

Toyo Ito, who won the Pritzker Prize in 2011, emphasizes different aspects of architecture. Ito
believes that architecture is a way to create order in a world that is always changing. In his work, he
wants to bring architecture closer to nature and the local community. His philosophy has influenced
Kazuyo Sejima’s and Ryue Nishizawa’s architecture. Like Ito, they also emphasize ‘openness. In their
Pritzker Prize acceptance speech in 2010 they talked about building the Kanazawa Art Museum.
They designed it so that people would feel comfortable coming into the building even if they didn’t
know anything about art.

Although different architects have different views, there are similarities, as they consider the
meaning of architecture for both people and the environment. In your studies you will have many
opportunities to learn, discover, and deepen your understanding of architecture. You will meet
different philosophies and look at architecture from a variety of points of view. As you study and in
your daily life, pay attention to the environment around you and the effect that it has on people, and
reflect on what architecture means to you. (455 words)

Vocabulary

definition (£#), process (i&f2), physical (#1E2#y), complex (#&#7%), viewpoint (R7, #:R), integrated (&
Nz, $8E88W7%), multi-dimensional (Z%xt®), element (%), aesthetic (F3%#), isolation (f@#E#), deepen (F&
%), quality of life (45&mE), contemporary (F]fX®), philosophical (F%®), community (21X 21=7 ., HulEHS),
emphasize (&39 %), consider (EZx%, EE&Y %), reflect (kM9 3)

Vocabulary Exercise

n Find the closest meaning from a-e for each word below.

1. isolation () a. appreciation of beauty

2. definition () b. a way of looking at or thinking about something
3. viewpoint () c. separated from other persons or things

4. aesthetic () d. an explanation of the meaning of the word

5. reflect () e. think over

Write the most appropriate word to complete the sentences. (You may need to change the form of
the word). There are some words in the box that you don’t use.

1. Architects ( ) the lifestyle of residents when designing a house.
2. He is quite ( ) and always thinking about the meaning of life.
3. You can ( ) your knowledge of architecture by reading widely.
4. She ( ) the importance of design over function.
physical emphasize philosophical consider elements  deepen

Comprehension Questions
n Write T if the statement is true according to the text and F if it is not true.

1. According to the dictionary definition, the word “architecture” has two meanings. ( )
2. Philosophy is important in architecture. ()

3. Toyo Ito designed the Kanazawa Art Museum. ()

4. Ito’s belief about architecture is to use the technological possibilities of the day. ( )
5. Sejima, Nishizawa, and Ito emphasize the importance of ‘openness.” ()

E Write an answer to each question below.

1. What two aspects does the dictionary definition of architecture include?

2. What elements are found in an architectural course?

3. What social role did Le Corbusier believe that architecture has?

4. What advice does the text give to you as a student?




WRITING SECTION
WRITING FOCUS: The Organization of a Paragraph

What is a paragraph?
A paragraph is a group of sentences focusing on one main idea. The main idea is
expressed in a sentence that is called a topic sentence at or near the beginning of the
paragraph. The topic sentence is usually followed by supporting sentences. Supporting
sentences provide details, such as examples, explanations, statistics, and experts’
opinions.

Seven basic rules for writing a paragraph
When you are writing a paragraph/paragraphs, pay attention to the following points.

. Have a topic sentence.

. Have relevant supporting sentences.

. Indent the first sentence of the paragraph.

. Do not start each sentence on a new line.

. Keep margins on both sides. (If using a word processor, use justification (Fi##iZ),
or leave about an inch space on both sides if writing by hand.)

. Use a capital letter at the beginning of each sentence.

7. Use a period, question mark, or exclamation point at the end of each sentence.

a b wN -
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Exercise

n Read the model paragraph and answer the questions.

A MODEL PARAGRAPH

Why I'm studying architecture

My junior high school trip to Kyoto inspired me to become an architect. We
visited many famous temples and shrines, including Kinkaku-ji, Ginkaku-ji, and
Fushimi Inari. While these temples and shrines were impressive, I was more attracted
to Kyoto’s narrow and long houses called “machiya” Since I was inspired by the
shrines, temples, and machiya, I became very interested in different types of houses.
Since then, looking at books and magazines of house design has become one of
my hobbies. now, I'm studying architecture at my university and finding out that
architecture means much more than simply designing houses. The more I know about
architecture, the stronger my desire becomes to study all aspects of architecture
(116 words)

1. Write the topic sentence of the model paragraph.

\
Identify the following supporting sentences and match them using the choices in the box. You may

not need to use all of the choices.

1. Since | was inspired by the shrines, temples, and machiya, | became very interested
in different types of houses. ( )

2. For example, | visited Kinkaku-ji Temple, Ginkaku-ji Temple, and Fushimi Inari shrine.

( )

3. While these temples and shrines were impressive, | was more attracted to Kyoto’s
narrow and long houses called “machiya.” ( )

examples explanations statistics expert’s opinion

B Read the model paragraph again and put a check mark () if the following rules are satisfied.

Rule 3: () Indent the first sentence of the paragraph.

Rule 4: () Do NOT start each sentence on a new line.

Rule 5: ( ) Keep margins on both side. (If using word a processor, use justification,
or leave about an inch space on both sides if writing by hand.)

Rule 6: ( ) Use a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence.

Rule 7: () Use a period at the end of each sentence.



