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CHAPTER 1

EXILE HIRO

Exile is one of Japan’s most popular musical groups. The group,

™ founded by its leader, Hiro, in 2001, thrills audiences with its mesmerizing
performances of song and dance. Exile quickly achieved success by
expanding its exposure with appearances in a broad variety of venues.

One factor in Exile’s success was the decision to upgrade the role of s
the group’s dancers. Instead of serving only as backup, they were featured
as “center-stage” performers. Given equal billing with the vocalists, the
dance-performers greatly increased Exile’s “star power.”

On November 12, 2009, the national celebration for the 20th
anniversary of the Emperor’s accession to the throne was held at the 10
Imperial Palace. Some 30,000 enthusiastic people waved national flags
and carried traditional lanterns. Among the celebrants were 14 members
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of Exile who performed for the Emperor and Empress. The royal couple
came out of the Palace to watch the show’s finale from the Nijubashi
Bridge. The group impressed everyone when the members dedicated their
songs and dance performances to the Emperor.

In response to the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Exile made
several contributions to aid recovery efforts. The band donated 50,000
bottles of drinking water to people in the stricken area. Adopting the
theme “Cheer Up, Japan” to encourage victims of the disaster, Exile
released a special CD of a song entitled “Rising Sun.” It also sold special
bracelets as a symbol of hope for the future happiness of the region’s
children. All profits from these activities went to charity.

In 2013, the founder, Hiro, announced his decision to withdraw from
Exile as a performer. But he continues to serve as an artist and producer.
He also made a film about Japanese youths and Japan’'s tradition and
culture. Between 2003 and 2016, audiences for Exile’s live performances
produced by Exile Hiro totaled nearly ten million fans. These successful
performances have led some to say that Hiro is one of the best creators of
“show business” in the world. In recognition of his contributions to art and
culture, in particular with regard to his dance-performance and producing
activities, Hiro was honored by the Commissioner for Cultural Affairs in
2015. Hiro says, “I hope Japan's youth treasure the people who come into
their lives and welcome the chance to make their dreams come true, paving
the way to a successful future for themselves.”

Notes

9 | EXILE "EXILE; T/ %1 )by BADHA VR & R—AHIVYJJV—F, Japanese Soul Brothers. J
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Exercise 1-1: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What makes Exile rather unusual in the world of popular music in Japan?

(A) The group is composed of a small number of performers.
(B) It took a long time to achieve popularity.

(C) Their performances give equal weight to song and dance.
(D) The group has never gone on tour.

. How would you describe Hiro?

(A) He was lucky because he founded Exile by chance.

(B) He was capable because he made the group stand out from other
groups.

(C) He was shy because he preferred to sing, not dance.

(D) He was rebellious because he withdrew from the group.

. All of the following indicate Exile’s success EXCEPT

(A) Releasing a special CD, “Rising Sun,” after the 2011 earthquake
(B) Performing in a small number of venues

(C) Performing for the Emperor and Empress

(D) Drawing huge audiences for concert tours

. How did Exile members help victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake?

(A) They donated proceeds from a song to them.
(B) They gave free concerts in the area.

(C) They made television appearances.

(D) They rebuilt a concert arena.

. Hiro advises young people to do all of the following EXCEPT

(A) create their own futures

(B) realize their dreams

(C) treasure people whom they meet
(D) become performers

12

Grammar Review

Pronoun
(%5
1. AFMLHEH
O AR DA
e k=Lt B89t FrE4as Hiafl4sE
PN 1 my me mine myself
B |2 AFR you your you yours yourself
RPN} he, she, it his, her, its | him, her, it his, hers himself, herself, itself
[N we our us ours ourselves
B 12 ANFR you your you yours yourself/yourselves
3 A\Fp they their them theirs themselves

@ ARRADEK --RFAZSVRA. BLF HEF. TOMBDOAL Y. EWZIET.

The group deeply impressed everyone when the members dedicated their songs and dance

performances to the Emperor.

I hope young people treasure the people who come into their lives and welcome the chance to make

their dreams come true, paving the way to a future all their own.

2. BB RBEDA. M. ERFZEET. Bz ZRAE L TEE<
That place used to be very beautiful.
He upgraded their role to that of featured, “center-stage” performers.

3. FEAGSH - FRHEDA. M. EWEIET. Bz EaFEE LTHE<

She lost all her money, but none of her sisters helped her out.

4. FEERAEE - ADBE who (£48) -whose (FAE#HE) -whom (B8IH&) ¥, ERDIHE what (£

&) -what (B#I#&). which (F#&) -which (B/4&)

Which do you want for your birthday, a tennis racket or an encyclopedia?

5. %5 it OFE
O HICH T ERFAZIET,
I have a dog. I like it very much.
@ IEAMMDEFEERT, BARFEICERELGL,
[R#4] It is spring now.
(#H#E] It is a long way to New York.
[Rf&] It is going to snow.
[AHRE] 1t was quite dark in the park.
Q@ RALK R ZTT, BRARKRICEL,
If you make an effort, you can make it.
@R EECPERBGES LT, RISk %5 (7)) ORBZ1ET
It is true that her aunt met with a traffic accident.
It is important to create interest in politics and government among young people.
® Tt is ~ that [who, whom, which]s D, Ci&aE X = 1E 5.
It was in 2013 that Hiro announced his decision to withdraw from Exile as a performer.

13
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1. One of ( ) favorite musical groups is Exile. Ebizo ICbikﬂu’ﬂ
(A1 (B) my (C) me (D) mine v : - :
2. Exile’s success is due to ( ) decisions to upgrade the dancers’
role.
(A) he (B) his (C) him (D) he’s
3. Hiro announced ( ) decision to withdraw as a performer.
(A) he (B) his (C) him (D) he’s
4. Some say ( ) is one of the best creators of “show business.”
(A) he (B) himself (C) him (D) he's
5. Hiro hopes Japanese young people will pave the way to a successful
future by ( ).

(A) ourselves  (B) yourselves (C) himself (D) themselves

_ Exercise 1-3: Conversation Practice
T ROBXOEMICES AT LNERROEE N,

1. What was the result of the competition? Five of the fifty participants won e~

prizes; ( ) got nothing. O NIER R

(A) the other  (B) others (C) another (D) the others B LS
2. What's your impression of the magazine? ( ) is interesting.
(A) It (B) All (C) Every (D) Everyone Q Ebizo Ichikawa is the honorary stage name bestowed upon one of
3. Ineed a pencil. Can I borrow ( )? today’'s most popular kabuki actors. He was born in 1977 in Tokyo, and
(A) them (B) it (C) one (D) those his formidable talents and charisma have sparked renewed enthusiasm for
4. How long have you lived here? 1 have lived here ( ) past five kabuki, especially among young people, both at home and abroad. This
years. gifted kabuki star is well suited to promote traditional Japanese theater arts s
(A) these (B) those (C) this (D) that throughout the world.
5.( ) bag is this? It's mine. Ebizo, like all kabuki actors, inherited his vocation from his father.
(A) Who (B) Whose (C) Whom (D) Which The “Narita-ya” dynasty, founded by Danjuro I, dates back to the 17th

century. At a very young age, Ebizo began rigorous training: voice
training to master the unusual vocalizations that characterize kabuki, 10
and physical training to prepare for the stylized movements and poses
demanded on the stage. Kabuki actors are required to learn all the various

14 15
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roles and repertoires.

At age five, Ebizo appeared on stage for the first time alongside his
father. Two years later, he made his full stage debut. As a young teen,
Ebizo had doubts about whether he wanted to accept the challenge of
taking a principal role. But after watching videos of his grandfather’s
performances, his hesitation disappeared.

Ebizo is working hard to promote kabuki as part of the nation’s
“Cool Japan” strategy. By performing overseas, he hopes to inspire his
international fans to visit Japan, where they can experience even more
kabuki and learn more about the country. He has appeared numerous
times in Asia, North America, and Europe. In 2007, France awarded him
its prestigious Order of Arts and Letters in appreciation of his work.

Ebizo is also eager to promote kabuki at home. Much to his
amazement not long ago, he discovered that very few Japanese people
outside of the larger cities, where kabuki is normally enjoyed, had acutally
ever seen a kabuki performance. He decided to make kabuki more
accessible by organizing tours to mid-sized cities in rural Japan.

Adept at using social media, Ebizo has succeeded in drawing in many
young fans. He believes that creating interest among young people is of
primary importance. As kabuki attracts a growing fan base, more jobs will
be created, helping to preserve traditional arts associated with the theater
such as costume and stage design. It is no exaggeration to say that Ebizo
is a leading kabuki actor not only in terms of ability and popularity but
also in his desire to use kabuki to introduce Japanese culture and traditions
to the whole world.

Notes

15| Ebizo Ichikawa "™)I1/BEE. REDS/IBERIET—RE (FBIFFE&EEH), RiF+ZRBEH)II
B8R, 1977 (BBF1 52) ERFF N, BESIEHEE, FEGORERIEICTEUER,. 15, Bi/NH
BIFRMIxE, 2003 (FAY 15) & NHK KA K> < THE MUSASHI CEE, 2013 (FA% 25) &E.
BRE TFMRIC a9 Rk TEE, 2001 (Fa% 13) F. =MEREHRFZREFAEZE,
1 stage name =%,
2 kabuki actors "FEH1RE
3 his formidable talents and charisma "ROERES LWOFEEE AU AT,

have sparked renewed enthusiasm "7z 52T 5| =T L1z,
4 both at home and abroad "ERANTH D,
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