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Preface: How to Use This Book

The title of this textbook is An Invitation to Critical Thinking. Society
around us is becoming increasingly globalized and digitalized. Today, as never
before, we can easily access a huge amount of information from throughout the
world with digital technology. However, this situation raises questions such as
whether we can trust all of the information available, and what principles we
should use to guide us in this new world. This textbook uses the opportunity of
English study to consider these issues.

The keyword of this textbook is “critical thinking.” The word “critical” has
negative connotations, such as “judgmental” or “disapproving,” but here critical
thinking refers to a self-reflective and analytical way of thinking, one without
prejudice. Of course, it is easier said than done, but this textbook aims to
develop students’ critical thinking abilities while improving their English.

We often find ourselves unable to question authorities. We tend to believe
major newspapers, famous scholars, or dogma with a long history. Moreover,
we cannot make rational decisions if we are concerned with hearsay, or become
emotional without having full understanding of an issue. It is difficult to change
such patterns of thinking, but the first step is an awareness of our own thinking
processes. At the very least, we need to avoid prejudice based on stereotypes,
to look at a problem from various angles, and keep a cool head in order to avoid
emotional decision-making.

At the beginning of each chapter of this textbook, there is a Dictation and
Conversation section, where two people have a conversation. In most chapters,
the conversation is between a Japanese person and a non-Japanese person. The
non-Japanese characters are not only native speakers of English: there is an
international cast of Asian and European characters, too. The conversations
are intended to give insight into problems such as cross-cultural friction, and to
enhance media literacy. The subsequent Reading section is intended to deepen
consideration of a particular issue, and give hints about processes of critical
thinking. These hints are developed through the Exercise sections, which build
vocabulary and enhance writing skills. Finally, there are Knowledge Bites and
Grammar Tips with information about culture and grammar.

The text should serve two functions: improving English skills and developing

critical thinking, both of which are necessary for students living in today’s

world.
From the Authors
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What Is Critical Thinking?

’'esson JUTF A F T8 3Man 2

Introduction
Ly 22 OB
Critical Thinking (CT) &9 &8 L Wk EEZ 2 AE T
BHICE ) &, [MEHIBERFAICETIZ, HFOHETEZ L Z &
T9 [HFIRWOLHFOHETEZTWD | LFIADPVLRD
LEdA, TH, TAGRATYH, MLZVWHIZADERIZES S
NAEZENDHDET, HORARELELAENLON, ZOTULA%E
Moz EidRyTd,

Making Sure of the Facts

BEEMIELEL £,

(1) Ask a classmate whether they know the phrase “critical thinking.”

(2) Do you agree with the opinion that “critical thinking is not necessary in
daily life”?

' Dictation e
Let’s listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks.
ROSHEEFEOT, ZRICEYAEEANTAHAEL £ D,
Kim: The number of foreigners staying in Japan is increasing.
Maho: To be honest, I cannot welcome the ( ) of foreigners.
Kim: Why do you say such a thing?
Maho: Newspapers and TV report a lot of crimes that have been committed
by foreigners.
Kim: Oh, listen. It is related to our social ( ) or unconscious bias.
Maho: What kind of unconscious bias?
Kim: If the criminals are Japanese, the mass media do not mention their
nationalities. But if foreigners are involved, the reports always
include their nationalities.

Maho: Yes, you have a point. Their nationalities remain in our ( ),
and we tend to think that more crimes are committed by foreigners
than by Japanese.

Kim: Most foreigners are honest and hard-working, but newspaper readers
look for ( ) reports, and the mass media responds.

Maho: @

B What is the most appropriate sentence as Maho’s response?
Maho MIRE L L TODEMICAZEN EXE 1 DBURELY,
(a) The mass media should be more reader-oriented.
(b) Reports on crime cases do not interest me, either.
(c) In a sense, this is also our responsibility.
(d) Unfortunately, our memory capacities are limited.

{ Answer:
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Reading 3
Please read the passage. @
KX EHFRATHEL LD,

What is “critical thinking” (CT)? This question
may puzzle you because it looks very philosophical
and profound. CT is similar to the common sense
which you already have. However, sometimes
you may face a situation in which your common
sense is not useful. At those times, you will
find CT helpful. Through CT, we can see how
common sense succeeds or fails, how our mind
works or malfunctions, and how understanding
or misunderstanding occurs. In short, CT gives
us insight into the functions of our minds. It is
supplementary to common sense.

What kind of advantage do you gain from critical
thinking? Let me explain the possible merits.
(1) The more you use it, the less you will become
misled by books, public opinion, the mass media or
other authoritative organizations. (2) You will be
able to pass an appropriate judgement about your
circumstances. (3) You can look at society with
more clarity. (4) You can control your feelings
by realizing how your emotions may lead you to
confusion and misjudgment. (5) You can clarify
your own desires and establish a purpose in life.
(6) You will have confidence in yourself and begin
to live actively.

Some readers may think this is too good a story
to be true. Of course, it will be a long road to
learning how to use the method. By reading the
following chapters, you should come to understand
how to apply critical thinking.

We will also focus on the relationship between
critical thinking and language. We apply CT
mainly by using and analyzing language, so we
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must be very sensitive to language. However,
this kind of sensitivity and insight will not be
possible if we depend mainly on our mother
tongue. You should keep some distance from the
language in order to look at it objectively. By
analyzing a foreign language, we can understand
the function and structure of languages in general.
A knowledge of language structure will help
us develop CT. In this way, English language
learning allows us the possibility of using critical

thinking.
(342 words)

(— O %05%)

sensitive to.... ~ | %
TH5b

mother tongue: £
keep some distance

from...: ~7> 5 % B <
objectively: &2

HEDHED 1 213 Critical Thinking DR ARENEZEHTAH Z t“(ﬂ‘o ) 3k
D, FELLEDFFR - BBNICWELZIRZ S LOTEB % HET S
CTETY, EREFHE L COHBEIIRIZEODOTY, EFIFHESCLEE
ﬁiéﬁﬁ@@%fi@bi@hoE%@%L%Wm%ﬂ& &N FATz D
BEDEH)IEHET L0, HE2VITREETEILVOrTHAL Z LITKILETE

To THIIBHRZEZIHSDEHE D& T T,

M) critical Thinking IC& > T, AYI&EE THSRVE L,

| analytic, emotional, empirical, intuitive, scientific, supernatural |

/Answer:

Lesson 1 What Is Critical Thinking?
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Vocabulary Building
Make a word with the opposite meaning by adding an appropriate prefix
to the words below.
TORBICEERE DT TREZE2MEVEL LI,
(1) advantage
(2) function
(3) judgement
(4) merit
(5) sensitive
(6) understanding

Please choose T (true) or F (false) according to the content, and write
the line number where an appropriate explanation is shown in the text.
AXDABICHAE T, H>TVWERITHITF 2RV, ZORRVELIXPFOITESERLAL
BEV,

1. (T/F) As you become accustomed to critical thinking, you are less
likely to be deceived.

/Answer: iR#l ~ i7H

2. (T/F) Studying language subjectively is important for critical
thinking. /Answer: iRil ~ 17H

3. (T/F) To know a language better, we should focus on our mother
tongue rather than study foreign languages.

/Answer: iRl ~ i7H

10 An Invitation to Critical Thinking



E) Choose the correct answers.
ELWEZEREVR S,

1. According to paragraph 2, what is NOT the advantage of critical
thinking.
B2HEEHRAT. CTOFIETHEVWSHEDERVT ARSI,
(a) You can see your surroundings with clarity.
(b) You can control other people’s minds.
(¢) You can avoid being deceived by others.
(d) You can visualize a future goal and start working towards it.

Z Answer:

2. What does the essay say about common sense and critical
thinking? Choose the appropriate sentence.

BEEIVT AV -2 JICHALT, @YEXE 1 DBVFE I,

(a) CT is essential, while common sense is not so necessary.

(b) We mainly depend on our common sense because it is enough for
our lives.

(¢) We need both common sense and CT.

(d) Common sense is like CT but it is more sophisticated.

Z Answer:

3. How do we control our emotions according to CT?

ENEHICLTREIEZIL FA—ILTHDH, BYEXE 1 OBVE S,

(a) We should try to forget an unhappy past, and take a forward-
looking attitude.

(b) Language controls our emotions, so we should learn how to use a
language.

(c) We can ask our friends how they overcome confusion and poor
judgment.

(d) By knowing how emotion influences our judgement, we can control
ourselves.

Z Answer:

Lesson 1 What Is Critical Thinking? 11



RGN 2T 556 OFEIHIL. a good story D X 9 12,
+ A + AF OFENEIZ ) $9., & 2 AP, Bl too A good
5T AT, RNEEFARESIZE D) too good a story & 72 1) F
o F 7o, FEAEF such 2%, % story 2 5Hi A B, ORISR T,
such a story & WIHFEIHIZZ D £,

) a good story % BlF so HIERIT BRI E B S ICEY T 1,
(a) so a good story
(b) a so good story

(c) so good a story /Answer:

%o English Composition

Please translate the following Japanese sentence into English while
utilizing English words below.

REOE () 2SEILT. ROBFFEFERLE S,

1) ELVHEFIZED L HIZ L THIZDT LD TT 0%
[learn, judgement]

@ MMBEL N ETIEIRL, ICERATPOFEHREMH) ZETT,
[think clearly, common sense]

B) Hilkz LD X)) IO P LA TVEDTT,
[puzzled]

WhatIs the Point? \U

Critical thinking is a method for understanding your surroundings more
deeply by knowing how our thinking works and how our thinking is
influenced by others.

A\

................................................................................

Fill in the blanks. RDZEFFICEZEEANEL &£ 5,

Critical thinking is to ( ) how we ( ) and how we are
( ) by others.
X 7
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Write Your Problems on a Note Pad
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Introduction
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Making Sure of the Facts
FEREHELEL 55,

(1) Ask your classmates what they do when they face problems.
(2) Ask your classmates if they know the meaning of “brainstorming.”

Dictation e

Let’s listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks.

ROSFEEFENT, ZRISENLFEEZANTHEL & Do

Shota:
Rachael:
Shota:
Rachael:
Shota:

Rachael:

Shota:

Rachael:

Shota:

Rachael:

Wow! New smartphone, right? When did you get that?

I bought it yesterday. This is ( ).

Actually I have never owned a mobile phone.

In this IT ( )? Really?

Yeah, I'm an “analog” person. I feel more ( )
when I communicate via paper-based methods, rather than
sending and receiving e-mails.

Paper-based? No way! We live in a paperless world! We can do
whatever we want to do without paper! See, now I use a variety
of ( ) on this phone.

Sounds convenient. How do you use those?

This one guides us to our destination. I'm bad at reading maps,
so I often use this.

When you face a ( ) problem in your life, how would
you solve it? Are there any good applications or tools for solving
problems?

®

B What is the most appropriate sentence as Rachael’s response?
Rachael D:RE & L TAODEMICAZ B X E 1 DBV HE I,

(a) Yes, of course. In this IT era, you are one of the most out-of-dated
people I know!

(b) There are some applications for that. They can be used just like your
pens and paper.

(c) Yes, but they are very expensive. Only a rich person can buy one.

(d) You don’t know what it is? Anyway you should try one!

Z Answer:
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