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Koshiro Matsumoto

FAARSEPUER

@ Koshiro Matsumoto is a rising kabuki star. Born in Tokyo in 1973,
- Koshiro, like many kabuki actors, inherited his vocation and his name
from his father. The “Koraiya” dynasty, founded by Koshiro I, dates back
to the 18th century; the current Koshiro is the tenth actor to be honored
with the name. In 1979, when he was just five years old, Koshiro made his
acting debut at the Kabukiza Theater, Japan's best-known kabuki theater.
Koshiro is also a talented stage and screen actor, with his remarkable
acting versatility evident in portrayals of characters ranging from Hamlet,
at age 14 in 1987, to Amadeus Mozart, in 1993, when he played opposite
his father in the role of Salieri.
Koshiro has worked tirelessly to promote kabuki as part of Japan's
overseas “Cool Japan” strategy. Over one weekend in August 2015, in Las
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Vegas, Nevada, Koshiro gave five performances of the renowned kabuki
classic, “Koi Tsukami” (“Fight with a Carp”). The production, which was
staged outdoors, both preserved and broke with kabuki conventions. It
attracted an international audience of more than 100,000 people who were
enthralled by Koshiro’'s magnetic performances. Of the wildly successful
production, Koshiro said: “I'd like to show people the potential power of
kabuki.”

What made the show particularly remarkable was its blending of
modern technology with ancient tradition. The venue was a large artificial
lake beside a popular hotel on Las Vegas Boulevard. The lake features
the U.S.’s largest fountains, with over one-thousand air-pressure cannons
and 200 underwater robots programmed to make the waters “dance.” For
Koshiro’s production, the fountains’ movements were choreographed
to reflect the action taking place on the specially constructed stage.
The show’s original music was composed and recorded by musicians
in Japan. Elaborate costumes and innovative computer graphics (CGQG)
of carp projected onto giant “screens” of water heightened the dramatic
experience.

A joint venture between Japanese and American corporations and
artists, the three-day extravaganza aimed to expand awareness of the art
of kabuki to worldwide audiences. The show was a free preview for an
entirely new kabuki production, “Shi-Shi-O” (*The Adventures of the
Mythical Lion”), scheduled to open next year.

Koshiro encourages young people to find one special thing that no
one else can do and then to bring their dream to fruition through dedicated
efforts.

Notes
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Exercise 1-1: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What is the best description of Koshiro Matsumoto?
(A) He is a veteran actor who has devoted his life to the stage.
(B) He is a multi-talented and hard-working new star.
(C) He is noted primarily for his overseas productions.

Z

N

(D) He accepts only roles in classical kabuki dramas.

2. What was especially important about the kabuki production in Las Vegas?
(A) It gave the local economy a boost.
(B) It was the first time a traditional kabuki play had ever been shortened.
(C) It boosted Las Vegas's reputation as an entertainment capital.
(D) It introduced kabuki to a large international audience.

3. Which of the following was NOT an element of the Las Vegas production?
(A) Original Japanese music
(B) Images of carp projected onto walls of water
(C) The special performances in a large indoor arena for kabuki
(D) Fountains choreographed to mirror the action in the play

4. How did the Las Vegas production differ from traditional kabuki
productions?
(A) It incorporated modern technology.
(B) It was performed all in English.
(C) The costumes were much less elaborate.
(D) It included American performers.

5. Which of the following is TRUE?

(A) New kabuki plays are no longer being written and produced.

(B) Koshiro was discouraged because kabuki does not appeal to
international audiences.

(C) Modern performances of kabuki are likely to grow in popularity,
thanks to artists like Koshiro.

(D) Koshiro believes that young people should dedicate themselves to
many different goals.
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Grammar Review
Sentence Pattern
(XE)
be Bl & —fREhE
be Hj
1. BENX REM(ESE +am/is/are + ) BEF(EEE + was/were + )
My father was a great sportsman. I am an outdoor person, too.
2. BRI IREAC(Am/Is/Are + £5E + 7)) BER(Was/Were + £5E+ 1)
Was it really a UFO? Are you sure?
3. BEX IREMC(ESE +am/is/are + not + ---.) 1BEF(ESE + was/were + not + ---.)
My mother was not fond of cooking. I am net a good cook, either.
— i
1. BEX REM(ESE+RER + - DBERKEE+BEE+ )
FREAY 3 AFRH L (he/she/it) DFE, B IE~ s/es.
Ken usually wears jeans and a T-shirt, but he wore a suit and tie yesterday.
2. B IREA(Do/Does + E:E + [FHZ + - DBEAADid + £ + Bz + -7
Did you sleep well? Do you feel all right?
3. BENX IREACESFE + do/does + not + [ZFZ + - )BERC(ESE + did + not + R+
I do not forget things very often, but I did not feed my dog this morning.
53
1. B1XE(GS+V) #HEFEIFENELHEOINS GOV TEBEE.

Koshiro has worked tirelessly to promote kabuki.

S A%
There is an American girl in our class. She comes from Hawaii.
A% S S Vv

2. BFE2XE(S+V+O) S=COER, CIXEREE DRAIEEEES LT BEF.
Koshiro Matsumoto is a rising kabuki star. He is also a talented screen actor.
S A% cC SV C
I felt sick, but I got better in a few minutes.
SV C SV C
3. BE3IXE(S+V+0) EEldBErMEZ A MEE.,
Koshiro inherited his vocation and his name from his father.
S A% 0
4. BAXBI(S+V+10+DO) 10 IXfE#EBEMEE~IC1, DO IFEEBME ~% 1,
He asked me so many questions. (= He asked so many questions of me. [ 3 32%4])

S VvV IO DO
Koshiro encourages young people to find one special thing that no one else can do.
S A% 10 DO

5. 5% 0=COR, CIZENKRMEE, 815 BMEE% NS MhEE.,
She keeps her room tidy. Tidiness makes her happy.
S Vv 0 C S vV 0 C
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Exercise 1-2: Grammar Exercise
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ROBEXDN A BEZITEL,

1. Koshiro Matsumoto is a talented stage and screen actor. CH

2. Koshiro inherited his vocation from his father. ) S

3. In August 2015, in Las Vegas, Koshiro starred in five
performances of a special kabuki production over a
long weekend. CE

4. Alot of kabuki fans call him “Koraiya.” 2 Y

5. The article told us what kind of man Koshiro was. H)

Exercise 1-3: Vocabulary Build-up

D
Z

N

%

ROBBDEZEE LTRESEIDLVLEDE (A)~ (H) DFHSREVGEEL,
inherit (
versatility
preserve
expand
feature
elaborate

strategy
dedicated

e BN i e
A~ AN SN SN S S~
~— O

(A) ornate; complex; highly decorated

(B) having many different skills; able to do many different things

(C) to have a quality or characteristic passed on to you from your parents

(D) aseries of planned actions to achieve a goal

(E) determined; devoted to an aim or goal

(F) to keep something the same; keep from changing; maintain

(G) to include or show (or to be included or shown) as an important or
recognizable part of something

(H) to make larger or more widespread
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