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To the Student

Over the past couple of decades, “things Japanese” have become all the
rage all over the world. What an opportunity! It means that when you
go out into the wider world, you will automatically have plenty to talk
about—fascinating things that are uniquely Japanese but at the same
time instantly recognizable to the people you meet. And because Japanese
popular culture is now so enthusiastically received and admired, this also
means that non-Japanese people will be keen to hear what you have to
say about other, deeper aspects of your culture—things that are the very
subjects that Japan Goes Global takes up.

Each of this textbook’s topics has been carefully selected to ensure
that it will be of great interest to you and to the people you meet and talk
with—wherever you happen to be. Spending time with this textbook will
benefit you in all kinds of important ways. The Japanese subject matter
will give you a chance to put your own knowledge and experience to use.
This will help create a less inhibited, more open and friendly classroom
atmosphere—one in which your participation and insights are vital.

One of the most talked-about themes in education today is “critical
thinking,” the ability to think clearly and rationally based on solid
evidence. Well, that, too, is what Japan Goes Global is all about. Each
unit starts off with an information-and-idea-packed essay that offers
a provocative (and often personal) perspective on a unique aspect of
Japanese popular culture. The essay is accompanied by “Pause for
Thought” questions that make sure that you “get” the essay’s main
ideas—as you read along. The follow-up reading-comprehension,
vocabulary-building, grammar, and composition exercises have been
carefully designed and “road-tested” to ensure that they really “work” as
communication skill builders. So: Not only will Japan Goes Global enable
you to think more critically; it will also help you express what you think in
a clear, concise, natural way.

To sum up: Japan Goes Global offers a fresh take on Japanese
culture—one that is genuinely global and thought-provoking. With this
book as a learning tool, you will become a better English speaker, reader,
and writer—guaranteed. And you will have a lot of fun doing it. You
will then be able to go out into the wider world—one in which Japanese
popular culture is making a great name for itself—empowered with true
confidence and equipped with all the essential communication skills. You,
too, will be ready to “go global!”

Stuart Gale
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Did you know that ...

Eichiro Oda draws everything that moves in One Piece? Things that don’'t move such

as scenery and buildings are drawn by his staff.

It might surprise you to know that the Straw
Hat Pirates have been searching for the world’s
ultimate treasure (the “One Piece”) for more than
20 years. Since making their debut in Shonen Jump
in 1997, Luffy and his crew have had some amazing
adventures and have defeated countless villains.
They are also the stars of the world’s best-selling
comic book series ever created by a single author. So
what makes One Piece so special?

Notes: villain: 5%

Pause for thought 1

In 1997, Shénen Jump
became the world’s best-
selling comic book.

(T/F)

True or false?
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Eichiro Oda, the manga’s creator, is an example
of how exciting young Japanese artists can be if
they are free to express themselves. Oda was just 22
years old when One Piece first hit the shelves, which
might explain why his stories, like his characters,
are so full of youthful optimism. Luffy, in particular,
is a happy-go-lucky dreamer and may even be Oda’s
representation of his younger self. There’s a little bit
of Luffy’s spirit inside every kid and teenager, and
maybe inside every adult too.

‘:DDespite their popularity, the Straw Hats have
raised a few eyebrows overseas. , By western stan-
dards, Oda’s artwork is extremely violent and often
very bloody. Furthermore, the way in which the
female crewmembers (Nami and Robin) are drawn
leaves no doubt that the artist is male and still
working through his adolescent fantasies. And then
there’s Sanji, who sets a bad example for young
readers with his cigarettes (which will probably kill
him long before any of the Seven Warlords get the
chance).

In their defense, the Straw Hats mix violence
with humor (Zolo’s fearsome “Demon Cut” is, for
example, a “Rice Ball” in spoken Japanese) and
only ever fight bullies. Nami and Robin may have
impossible bodies, but they also have brilliant minds
and are the Straw Hats’ real leaders. And despite
slowly poisoning himself with tobacco, Sanji’s
cooking keeps the rest of the crew fit and healthy.
He also idolizes women and would rather die than
allow any harm to come to Nami or Robin. And
by the way, in some foreign versions of One Piece,
Sanji’s cigarettes have been replaced ... by lollipops!

To conclude, One Piece 1s smart, sexy, original and
funny. It’s therefore everything Cool Japan aspires
to be. Like other great storytellers (George Lucas
and J.K. Rowling among them), Eichiro Oda knows
that every adventure starts with a dream. And who
hasn’t at one time or another dreamt of escaping
reality and setting off on a fantastic voyage?

Unit 1

Notes: hit the shelves: (7 hA%)
JEBHICIE S

Pause for thought 2
Luffy's character is cheerful
and carefree.

(T/F)

True or false?

Notes: the Seven Warlords:
TERE

Pause for thought 3
Western comic books are
generally more violent than
One Piece.
True or false?

(T/F)

Pause for thought 4

In some foreign versions
of One Piece, Sanji is not a
smoker.

True or false? (T/F)
Notes: George Lucas: (1944
~) T AU H OBEEE, A%
fEIZ [AF —- o3 —=X] ® [4
VTA— - Ta—vRA] V) —
Z /" J. K. Rowling: (1965 ~)
A F) ZADER, AFEEZ [
J—-RKyy—] ¥)-X
Pause for thought 5
According to the writer,
Cool Japan aims to be smart,
sexy, original and funny.

(T/F)

True or false?



Japan Goes Global!
1.Vocabular ROEELF UEKZRF | Match these key words from today’s reading with
- vocanuiary DEQERUVIFEL. their synonyms below. One synonym will not be used.

happy-go-lucky () defeat () adolescent () fearsome ()

— - T P P TR A A A W T "

(5% (VOCABULARY) )

@ BOIEITLDH, BRDELE DS DO ULWVEEE.
DTFIZBIT 5 DEEFDBITH %, #) EERDEVE LoNPYERITEI ),

" -‘1-#-1

voyage ()
a. overcome b. ocean trip c. frightening d. juvenile e. vintage classic ((E—io, HA7%)  continual (Wt Z) economical (fi#)127%: %)
f. carefree classical (H#im)z) continuous (E#EH) %) economic (¥ ED)

historical (&% o) incredible (fELU 5#7\y) industrial (D)
historic (BHMIZHE% %) incredulous (EEViEWY) industrious (¥ 7:)

¢ polite (fLEEIEL \») successful (BZhL72) virtual (o)
5 politic (BED#» %) successive (Hk#Ei) %) virtuous (&Ei#7%)
@ 1. As you listen to the four statements below, fill in the missing parts. Then t
choose the true statement. Answer: ( ) ] imaginable (8f&C& %) literal (3L55@ Y D) respectable (i7ik7%)
imaginative (ff§)1&27%)  literary (L% ?) respectful (EzZxR7)
A when Eichiro Oda was imaginary (4£%:0) literate Gir&HEEDTE%) respective (ZhZho)

just 30 years old.
sensible (55D H %)
B: Luffy is . sensitive (BU&7%)
sensory (EH0)

C: Oda’s younger self sensual (EHEMIZ)

D: Sanji prefers

@) 2. Listen to the four statements and write what you hear. Then choose the
’ statement that is NOT true. Answer: ( )
A:
\
]
B: l
D: .} :
L‘:Wﬂ- IR T T T T A T W TR T T M i S A — T::-ﬂ:.mwl

WY Wt P AP T e S . -



Japan Goes Global! Unit 1

BYISEEQEEU. WX | Select the choice that best completes each sentence RODTEEZEZEVT | Listed below are the English words for some common school /
ESERSEIEEL,. below. FES5. (3H) college subjects. How many can you spell correctly?
(O Margaret is always () toward elderly people. ( %) 1. B e_ ____ _ cs ( % b.HEWEDb____gy ( %)
(A) respect (B) respectful (C) respectable (D) respective 9 BEE p_ s (%) 6. LEEp gy (%)
. . . . . o
@ The country is having serious ( ) difficulties. ( %) 3. p cs (%) 7. 4% p b (%
(A) economy (B) economic (C) economics (D) economical
4. ¥ m_ _ _ _ cs (%) 8. Bl s ______ ( %)

® The Minotauros of Greek mythology is an ( ) monster. ( %)
(A) imagination (B) imaginable (C) imaginary (D) imaged

@ Valentine is usually so () a person that I cannot understand how he has
got into such a mess. ( %)
(A) sensitive (B) sensible  (C) sentimental (D) sensory

® Ulysses is one of the greatest () works of the 20" century. ( %)
(A) literary (B) literal () literate (D) literacy

1. THREOOHFEHEZ & LT, #YTRV DR END, SLH TEIMEZ % SV,
Choose the phrase that is closest in meaning to the underlined phrase O in
the reading. Answer: ()
(A) In spite of their popularity
(B) Thanks to their popularity
(C) Because they are popular

2. THREHQ@D “by” L[H UEMRTHWOLNTWE DX END LT TER R S\,
Choose the sentence below in which the usage of the word “by” corresponds to
its usage in @ in the reading. Answer: ()
(A) Tom once lived in a town by the Mississippi River.

(B) Allan will contact you by e-mail.
(C) Judging by the look of the sky, it will rain this afternoon.

TP == ORRCHTBENDEABEEEHTHED.
6. DISCUSSION N R £ 8

Critical thinking: What do you think?

Answer this question by completing the sentence below.

Who do you think is the greatest of these three storytellers—Eichiro Oda (One
Piece), George Lucas (Star Wars), or J. K. Rowling (Harry Potter)?

In my opinion, (Eichiro Oda / George Lucas / J.K. Rowling) is the greatest
storyteller because ...




