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A. Fuel-Only Corn O
One of the biggest problems the U.S. faces today is securing a steady supply of
energy. The U.S. now depends on other countries for half of its energy requirements.
Nuclear power might be the first choice to consider as a solution, but nuclear energy
is fraught with controversy. So what other options are there? Some researchers have
been turning their attention to “fuel-only corn oil.” It is now possible to produce a
genetically modified (GM) corn that can be used to produce fuel for various energy
needs. Promoters maintain that this type of corn is a perfect energy resource that
burns without smoke, odor, or ash, and, as a result, causes no air pollution. In my
opinion, however, fuel-only GM corn is not the solution and should not be promoted.

I have several reasons for believing this, but they can be narrowed down to two.
The first is that fuel-only corn can potentially worsen the global food crisis. Because
of recent unstable weather, harvests have declined worldwide, and a great number
of people around the globe are suffering from hunger and famine. The U.S. is one of
the world’s primary food-exporting countries, and many developing countries have
long relied on America’s vast, rich croplands for food. The trend that sees American
farmers transferring their cropland into land for growing GM corn for fuel only
is a disaster for the huge number of starving people in developing countries. It is
estimated that most of the corn grown in the U.S. is so-called commercial corn, which
is used for soft drinks, cattle feed, and fuel for automobiles. Some researchers say
that only about one percent of U.S.-produced corn is used for food to be consumed
directly by humans. If this trend continues, less and less food will be produced,
which will lead to rapidly rising food prices. As a result, more people will suffer from
starvation, creating a critical international humanitarian issue.

The second reason why I believe GM corn should not be produced for fuel only
is that the growing process may cause cross-contamination in the environment. GM
corn contains an added gene for an enzyme called amylase that speeds the breakdown
of starches into ethanol. Many ecologically concerned people contend that GM corn
may affect existing food-for-consumption corn crops by cross-pollinating with them.
If pollen from GM corn moves into fields where natural corn plants are growing, and
cross-pollination occurs, the natural corn will gain an extra gene, which will then
spread to other corn plants. This could pose a serious danger to anyone who eats the
corn.

Environmental pollution is a serious problem, one that we need to tackle by
seeking and developing clean energy sources. Fuel-only corn offers one possibility,
but if it endangers humans and puts lives at risk by reducing worldwide food supplies,
we should by all means reconsider it.
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® Fillin the blanks to summarize each paragraph.

The U.S. needs an alternative energy source, but (n ) energy may
not be the solution because of the dangers it poses. (G ) modified
corn could be one possibility because it can be used to produce fuel that won’t
(p ) the air. However, I am against the use of this method for two
main reasons.

The first is that fuel-only corn will (r ) the amount of food
available for human consumption all over the world, which could cause widespread
famine.

My second reason is that GM corn may affect natural food-corn crops by cross-
(p ) with them. Eating such contaminated corn can be harmful
to human health.

Thus, because fuel-only corn could potentially put humans in danger, I believe that
it should (n ) be promoted.
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B. Is the Right Brain More Important than the Left? O o3
Are you a “right-brain” person or a “left-brain” person? Science has already
confirmed and explained that the right side of the brain and the left side of the
brain control different fields of mental activity. In general, the left brain is linked
to linear reasoning and language function. In contrast, the right brain is involved
in the processing of visual and audio stimuli, dealing with spatial concepts and
facial perception, and controlling artistic ability. Based on the results of recent
neuroscientific research, many people now assume that a left-brain person is more
logical and even more intelligent than a right-brain person. In a technological society
like ours, where logical and intelligent people have a greater chance of achieving
success, people tend to think more highly of left-brainers. But there are some
researchers who believe that the right brain is more important than the left brain
when it comes to increasing a person’s chances of survival in today’s society.

The first reason is that the right brain is capable of seeing the big picture, of
taking in what is happening as a whole, while the left brain focuses on narrower,
more particular issues. The right brain channels and processes all incoming data,
deciding which is important and which is not. Thus, the right brain is deeply
connected with and involved in the real world. Interestingly, the right brain usually
knows what the left is doing, like a mother watching over her child. The left brain,
however, usually has no idea what its right counterpart is doing, or what is going on
in the outside world.

The second reason some cite for the right brain’s superiority is that the right
brain processes negative feelings and emotions. According to some scientists, when
we are depressed, the right brain works to remove or reduce our negative feelings
and emotions. The left brain, meanwhile, only processes pleasurable experiences. Of
course, we need positive emotions—otherwise, we would never feel happy. But if
depression isn’t dealt with and properly treated, it can lead to death. If our negative
emotions take over and get out of control, we may contemplate suicide. So being able
to deal with and process negative emotions becomes, literally, a matter of life and
death and makes the right brain an essential survival tool.

The third factor that comes into play is that the right brain is an all-rounder.
This means that the right brain can make up the left brain’s function. You can live
without the left brain, but not without the right brain. Patients with right-brain
strokes are not capable of recognizing what has happened to their bodies. Patients
with left-brain strokes, however, can see what their bodies are undergoing. This is
because the right brain does the left brain’s job when the left brain is damaged.

The fourth reason is that the right brain makes human relations better.
Language is said to be the left brain’s responsibility, but the right brain has quite
adequate understanding of what people say, even when the left brain misses it. In
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fact, the left brain misses many aspects of linguistic meaning. For example, the left
brain cannot “get” jokes or pick up on unspoken implications. But the right brain 4
doesn’t miss a thing.

(6] The two main categorical functions of the right brain and the left brain—
comprehensiveness and precision, respectively—are of course both necessary for
human beings to live. But as we've seen, perhaps the right brain is more important
for survival. The left brain is a specialist; the right brain is an all-rounder. This 4
comprehensiveness is why some people think the right brain is more important than

the left.
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© Write “R” next to the factors or traits that refer to the right brain. Write “L” next to those
that describe the left brain.

1. reasoning ( ) 2. language ( )
3. spatial conception «C ) 4. facial perception «C )
5. intelligence ( ) 6. artists ( )
7. a higher chance of success in technological society ( )
8. control of negative feelings ( )
9. an all-rounder ()
10. “getting” jokes and implications ( )
11. comprehensiveness () 12. precision ()
13. a specialist ()
© TrueorFalse
1. The left brain is related to language ability, but without the right brain, it
would be difficult for us to understand unspoken implications. T F
2. The left brain decides which incoming data is important and which is
not. T F
3. When you are happy; it is the right brain that processes your feeling. T F

4. Patients with right-brain strokes can’t understand what is happening around
them. T F

5. The writer thinks that the left brain is more directly related to the matter of
suicide or survival than the right brain, which is why the left brain is more
important. T F

LEFT & RIGHT BRAIN




